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Camping and revival meetings are traditional summer activities for churches, 
but Methodists will not forget to stress other matters too. The season brings 
opportunities for counseling young people on choices of careers and col- 
leges, and midsummer is a time when children and old folks in Methodist 
homes will appreciate something extra (see page 15). The Board of World 
Peace suggests July 4 as the occasion for reflection and discussion on the 
meaning of American democracy (page 15). 


World Service Sunday. Subject of the Fourth Sunday leaflet is our church’s 
work through hospitals and homes. 


The peak vacation month is a time for thinking ahead. Amid trips and out- 
ings, churchmen will want to be laying plans for the burst of activity that 
usually follows Labor Day. In particular, planning for Labor Sunday and 
Rally Day are in order. 


World Service Sunday. The Fourth Sunday leaflet lifts up the cause of our 
church’s pensions. 


Early September is a good time for a retreat or planning conference. This 
month’s METHODIST STORY will be an enlarged issue to help with pro- 
gram planning for fall and winter. 


Labor Sunday. Observance is recommended by the Board of Social and 
Economic Relations and by the National Council of Churches. 


Church School Rally Day (see page 19). 


World Service Sunday. The World Service leaflet tells how Methodist 
church schools are helped by the Division of the Local Church of our Board 
of Education. 


Christian Education Week. 


World Wide Communion Sunday. Christians around the world join at 
the Lord’s Table on this day. The offering is for the Fellowship of Suffering 
and Service (supporting work of the Commission on Chaplains, Commis- 
sion on Camp Activities and the Methodist Committee for Overseas Relief). 


Laymen’s Day. Most churchgoers will find a layman in the pulpit on this 
Sunday. Theme for lay sermons by Methodists is “My Father’s Business” 
(Luke 2:49). 


World Service Sunday. The World Service Leaflet lifts up Methodist work 
in national missions. 


World Order Sunday. This day highlights Christian contributions to peace 
and a responsible international order. 


* Observance set by General Conference. 
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Bulletin Liners 


by Roy L. Smith 





1,300 Methodist congregations are 
meeting for worship this week in tem- 
porary quarters. 

Good intentions never saved any 
man from the consequences of wrong 
doing. 

The man who does not read is al- 
most as bad off as the man who cannot 
read. 

The Division of National Missions 
of The Methodist Church is directing 
2,700 projects under the American 
flag. 

Very few people object to foreign 
missions after they have a transforming 
experience with Jesus Christ. 

The prayer that does not go as deep 
as a man’s pocketbook is not apt to 
rise much higher than the sound of 
his voice. 


Of the $1,105,582 put into the hands 
of the Methodist Committee for Over- 
seas Relief during 1956, less than 6 
per cent was spent for administrative 
expense and more than 94¢ of every 
dollar went into actual relief work. 


The church that starts people smil- 
ing has accomplished something in the 
way of redemption. 

The new Alaska Methodist Uni- 
versity will be the only educational 
institution in the territory, authorized 
to grant degrees, aside from the terri- 
torial university. 

You never hear a father apologizing 
for the fact that his son has entered 
the ministry, even though he may not 
go to church himself. 


The man who has never had a pro 
found religious experience always finds 
it hard to understand a man who has 
been transformed. 


No Christian home ever starts serv- 
ing liquor on its dining table with- 
out abandoning some conviction. 

Since 1900 the church extension 
groups of The Methodist Church have 
loaned $44,490,433 and donated $44,- 
879,389 for new church construction. 


No man ever gets away from trouble 
by running away from it. 











AND Carne oF MeTH- 
opist Cuurcu Property, by Bon- 


Tue Burtpinc 


neau P. Murphy. Division of 
National Missions. $1.25 


This is a revised and enlarged edition 
of the standard book on Methodist 
church property. As part of the Course 
of Study, it will be read by men prepar- 
ing for the ministry. It will be equally 
useful to trustees and building commit- 
tees. 

Appropriately, in a day of unprece- 
dented church building, the book puts 
heavy emphasis on the design and con- 
struction of a church. But it does not 
overlook problems of care and main- 
tenance, including business and _ legal 
matters. It interprets Methodist proce- 
dures and rules on all property matters. 

The author, Dr. Murphy, is execu- 
tive secretary of the Section of Church 
Extension in the Board of Missions. 

Order from: The Methodist Publish- 


ing House branch serving your territory. 


Mertnopists Speak. Board of Temper- 
ance. 10¢, 100 for $8. 


This booklet answers the questions of 
those who want to know where The 
Methodist Church stands on temperance 
and public morals. It states the church’s 
position on the beverage alcohol prob- 
lem, corruption in politics, the narcotic 
drug traffic, gambling and the use of 
tobacco. 

The booklet quotes from the Discipline 
statements adopted by the 1956 General 
Conference. 

Order from: TEM Press, 100 Mary- 
land Ave. NE, Washington 2, D.C. 


Hicuer Epucation Marertars. Gen- 
eral Conference Commission on Chris- 
tian Higher Education. Free. 


How the Church School May Serve 
Christian Higher Education (leaflet 
2002-EI), by Leon M. Adkins, has been 
mailed to all church-school superin- 
tendents. It interprets the importance 
of the church school in the church’s 
present emphasis on Christian higher 
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new 
publications 
for the 
work of 
the church 


education. The booklet is a reprint of 
an address delivered by Dr. Adkins at 
the meeting which launched the em- 
phasis. 

In Behalf of Christian Education 
Cleaflet 2003-EI) is a reprint of an 
earlier statement by Bishop Costen J. 
Harrell on the importance of strength- 
ening the educational institutions of 
The Methodist Church. 

Order from: Director of Information 
and Publications, Commission on Chris- 
tian Higher Education, PO Box 871, 
Nashville 2, Tenn. 


Mission Strupy Books, 1957-58. 
Friendship Press. Prices in catalog. 


The interdenominational missionary 
study themes for 1957-58, in which 
Methodists share, are “Japan” and 
“Christ, the Church and Race.” Study 
books for various age groups are issued 
by Friendship Press (the Joint Com- 
mission on Missionary Education of the 
National Council of Churches). 

The complete series, now available, 
consists of 14 basic books on race and 
18 on Japan, plus dramas, filmstrips, 
maps and other teaching aids. All of the 
materials are summarized in a_booklet- 
size catalog, Widen Your World With 
Friendship Press Books, issued by the 
Methodist Publishing House. 

Titles in the series are: 


Christ, the Church and Race 


Adult: The Kingdom Beyond Caste, 
by Liston Pope; Progress Against Preju- 
dice, by Robert Root; Adult Guide on 
Christ, the Church and Race, by Rosalyn 


Summer Sease. 


Youth: Seeking to Be Christian in 
Race Relations, by Benjamin E. Mays; 
Youth Guide on Race Relations, by 
Sara Little; What Can We Do?, by Ruth 
Douglas See; Sense and Nonsense About 
Race, by Ethel J. Alpenfels; The Story 
of the American Negro, by Ina Corinne 
Brown; Room for Randy, by Jesse Jack- 
son; Junior High Program Guide on 
Race Relations, by Janice Bennett. 





Children: The Swimming Pool, by 
Alice Cobb; Junior Teacher's Guide on 
Christ, the Church and Race, by Frances 
Eastman; The Apple Tree House, by 
Anne M. Halladay; Primary Teacher's 
Guide on Christ, the Church and Race, 


by Edith F. Welker. 


Japan 
Adult: Cross and Crisis in Japan, by 
Charles W. Iglehart; Adult Guide on 
Japan, by Ada P. Stearns; This is Japan, 
by William Axling; Songs from the 
Land of Dawn, by Lois J. Erickson; 
Suddenly the Sun, by Eleanor Hull. 


Youth: Ten Against the Storm, by 
Marianna and Norman Prichard; Youth 
Guide on Japan, by Marianna Prichard; 
With Pen and Brush, by Margery 
Mayer; Fun and Festival from Japan, 
by Alice E. Gwinn and Esther L. Hib- 
bard; Reconciliation and Renewal in 
Japan, by Masao Takenaka and Robert 
Wood; Journey into Mission, by Philip 
Williams; The Full Circle, by Yoshiko 
Uchida; How to Use The Full Circle, 
by June Parker Goldman. 


Children: Kenji, by Gertrude Jenness 
Rinden; Junior Teacher's Guide on 
Japan, Mabel Niedermeyer McCaw; 
Hana’s New Home, by Lois Eddy Mc- 
Donnell; Primary Teacher's Guide on 
Japan, by Lois Eddy McDonnell; Chil- 
dren of Japan, by Janet Smalley and 
Nina Millen. 

Order from: The Methodist Publish- 


ing House branch serving your territory. 


Review Methodist Heritage 


Three thousand extra copies of the 
May issue of motive, the Methodist stu- 
dent magazine, have been printed. 

This issue, containing 66 pages, is 
the largest and among the most widely- 
used numbers in the 17-year history of 
the magazine, according to the Rev. 
Roger Ortmayer, editor. 

Known as the Methodist Heritage 
issue, the May number contains such 
articles as the following: 


“The Hymnody of the Wesleys,” 
“Methodism, an American Brand of 
Protestantism,” “The Sacraments in 


Methodism,” “Francis Asbury, A Real 
Founder of America” and “Religious 
Experience.” 

A special feature is an article on the 
late Bishop Francis J. McConnell by 
his brother, Prof. Charles M. McConnell. 

The Methodist Heritage issue has 
been recommended for use as reference 
and study material for student and adult 
groups throughout the church. 

Copies are available for 25¢ each 
from motive, PO Box 871, Nashville 2, 
Tenn. 
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The Advance 


by E. Harold Mohn 


Advance Specials are the link 
between churches of the U.S. 


and vast needs to the south. 


For nearly two months I have been 
living with our missionaries in Latin 
America. From them I have heard 
much about the work they are doing. 
I have seen much. 

My conviction deepens that the Ad- 
vance Specials program saved our mis- 
sionary enterprises in one of the most 
critical periods in world history. Fur- 
thermore, there is the bright prospect 
that an Advance Specials program of 
increasing proportions will contribute 
immeasurably to making a better world 
in the next two decades. 

Everywhere I go I find the imprint 
of the area, the conference and the 
local church upon our missionaries, our 
institutions and national leaders. This 
is the bond that holds us together and 
it is the hope that gives assurance of 
strength for the future. 

Here are some of the things we saw 
in the Latin world: 


Pearl of the Occident 


If there is a “Pearl of the Orient,” 
the Occident has one also. It is set be- 
tween two vast continents and two 
mighty oceans. That pearl is Costa 
Rica. 

In the little towns of Costa Rica we 
have small churches and tiny schools. 
Out of these centers consecrated lay- 
men go to each fundi (banana farm) 
to hold services and organize little Sun- 
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Latin America 


Missionary Woods points toward site for a new church in Costa Rica. 


day schools in the meager homes. Oh 
how they need little church buildings 
that would cost only a few hundred 
dollars each! 

These laymen do three things: they 
read the Bible, lead the singing and 
teach people to pray. Then on Sunday 
evening they return to their village 
churches and report all that happened 
in these homes and in the hearts of 
people hungry for the gospel. 

The Rev. Marion Woods is both pas- 
tor of a thriving church at Golfito, the 
banana port, and district superintend- 
ent of the whole region. Victor Gon- 
zales is one of Mr. Woods’ converts 
and is now a lay leader. 

Victor began his new life by estab- 
lishing a church in his own home. 
Then the little group decided they 
must have a church building. They 
gathered sticks and palm leaves. They 
flattened oil drums and nailed the 
metal sheets to strips of wood for a 
roof. 

The congregation grew. Then they 
came to District Superintendent 
Woods and asked him to organize them 
into a church. Almost immediately this 
little congregation of 25 members sent 
out two of their laymen to witness for 
Christ throughout the plantations. 
These two established 10 new worship 
centers and as many Sunday schools. 

At this point Victor’s father gave a 


lot on which to build a better church. 
Victor now is an accepted supply pas- 
tor, in charge of the modest new build- 
ing. He seeks an education that will 
match his devotion. 

Buildings are needed, but workers 
are needed even more. Therefore a 
training school has been started at 
Alajuela under the guidance of the 
Rev. James Snedeker, who is also pas- 
tor of the church there. They have im- 
provised quarters for six women and 
six men. These lay workers return 
home each weekend to cultivate the 
fields, to teach and to preach. 

Advance Specials are needed to pro- 
vide an adequate building for training 
workers who may be sent to all fields 
in Costa Rica. It is one of the most 
practical investments for missionary 
dollars I have ever seen. 

In San Jose is our Escuela Meto- 
dista, located in a beautiful suburb. 
Nearly 400 boys and girls receive a 
Christian education from kindergarten 
through high school. This is the only 
government-recognized Protestant 
school in Costa Rica. 

The buildings are near property re- 
cently purchased by the university. It 


Dr. Mohn, general secretary of the Com- 
mission on Promotion and Cultivation, re- 
turned in June after nearly four months 
visiting Methodist missions in South Amer- 
ica and Africa. 
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is a strategic location. Director Powell 
Royster explained the needs for library, 
chapel and classroom furnishings. The 
Oklahoma Conference is supplying 
funds for administration offices. 


school and meetings of the Woman's 
Society and Men’s Association. 

At <Ancoraimes is the Centro 
Medico: one little dispensary, one 500- 
watt lamp for surgery, one hand-made 
X-ray machine, one bookcase of sample 





mats. A handmade bag is adequate for 
the garments each girl owns. 

The Woman’s Division of Christian 
Service has provided the building. 
Virginia Bunn and Rosalie $. Marlin 


are in charge. The Woman’s Division 
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Some Projects Your Church Can Choose F'rom . ; 
ARGENTINA Iquique English College, Iquique : 
Union Theological Seminary, Buenos Aires New building $35,000 ij C 
Scholarships $ 250 per year Scholarships $ 200 per year f a 
New building $50,000 
COSTA RICA | h 
BOLIVIA Five new church buildings $ 4,500 each 
Pfeiffer Memorial Hospital MEXICO i E 
Charity patients $ 2,000 per year Palmore Hospital, Chihuahua ; 
Chevrolet carryall for Paul McCleary $ 3,000 Maintenance $ 2,400 per ycar 
Supplementary pastoral support (Urgent) 2,500 per ycar 
BRAZIL pp ry P pp 8 $ per y 
Methodist Seminary at Rudge Ramos PANAMA 
Library and administration building $25,000 Five church buildings $ 6,000 each 
Scholarships $ 250 per year PER 
People’s Central Institute, Rio de Janciro U 
5 cabins for youth camp $ 500 each Activities at student hostel in Lima $ 2,000 per year 
Chapel for youth camp $ 3,000 Maintenance of student hostel at Huancayo 
School equipment $ 1,000 $ 2,000 per year 
Supplementary pastoral support (Urgent) $ 2,500 per year 
— URUGUAY 
Duncan Mangum Rural Center, Nueva Imperial t . . 
. raveling church in Uruguay $ 5,000 
Work scholarships $ 100 per year Friendship H Montevid $ 1,800 
New buildings $ 6,000 alla tt Sinatra er ee ee 
Mobile unit $ 5,000 To arrange to support any of these projects, write to the Ad- © $ 
Student Center Building, Conception University vance Director, Division of World Missions, 150 Fifth Ave., 
Total asking $10,000 New York 11, N.Y. He can advise you also of other projects 
Gifts of $ 100 or $500 in Latin America and all over the world. 
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Three directors of Advance 


match givers to jobs they can do. 


ADVANCE OFFICES 


by O. L. Simpson 


With the recent announcement that 
Miss Elizabeth M. Lee has been ap- 
pointed MCOR secretary for promo- 
tion of Advance Specials, there is for 
the first time a person working exclu- 
sively with Advance Specials in each 
of the three church agencies con- 
cerned. (The participating agencies are 
the Methodist Committee for Overseas 
Relief and the Board of Missions 
through its Divisions of National Mis- 
sions and World Missions. ) 

Two of the staff members are new 
in this capacity: Miss Lee and the Rev. 
Dallas E. Browning. Miss Lee has 
served MCOR for three years as secre- 
tary for refugee resettlement promotion 
following her retirement as executive 
secretary for Latin America in the 
Woman's Division of Christian Serv- 
ice. 

Dr. Browning, in the Division of 
World Missions, will take over the 
duties of the Rev. Ernest E. Tuck 
about June 24, after his return from a 
trip to India, southeastern Asia, the 
Philippines, Korea, and Japan. Dr. 
Tuck will retire from active service. 

Dr. Browning served as a pastor in 
Ohio from 1925 until 1944, when he 
transferred to Indiana. At the time of 
his appointment to the Board of Mis- 
sions staff he was superintendent of 
Evansville District. 


Dr. Parkin 


In the Division of National Mis- 
sions, the staff person working with 
Advance Specials is the Rev. Charles 
A. Parkin, who has held the post since 
1953. He came to this office from the 
superintendency of the Portland 
(Maine) District. 


Goes Back to 1944 

The Advance is in its fourth quad- 
rennium. While it did not carry that 
name during the first four or five years, 
it began with the Crusade for Christ 
in 1944. In 1948, with the beginning 
of a new quadrennium, the missionary 
expansion program became officially 
the Advance for Christ and His 
Church. 

An advance was long overdue. Amer- 
ican Methodism had experienced a 
brief, illustrious period of missionary 
expansion following World War I, but 
for 20 years the missionary program, 
at home and overseas, had been re- 
duced to a holding operation. While 
the financial potential was reduced by 
the depression, the decline in mission- 
ary interest and support began several 
years before the depression. It was, as 
the Rev. Eugene L. Smith pointed out 
in his address at the recent District 
Superintendents’ Conference, “a spirit- 
ual even more than a financial crisis.” 

The awakening came when Chris- 


Miss Lee 








tians everywhere saw the devastation 
and the continuing peril which wide- 
spread denial of Christian faith had 
brought, and realized that only an ag- 
gressive countermovement could meet 
it. 

The Crusade for Christ was the 
slogan of the awakening. 

It was more than a slogan. It was 
a well-organized program for strength- 
ening the whole church, at the home 
base and in home and foreign missions. 

In the Crusade a great many 
churches began taking World Service 
seriously. There were voluntary in- 
creases in apportionments. And there 
was an undergirding avid interest in 
every phase of the church’s world-wide 
ministry. 

That was in the four-year period 
1944-48. 

With the beginning of another quad- 
rennium it was decided that the system 
of apportioned benevolences by which 
the church secured funds for World 
Service could not produce alone 
enough to meet the needs on the mis- 
sion fields. But there were, it was felt, 
many churches which would rise to the 
challenge to support, or help support, 
Dr. Simpson is editor of promotional litera- 
ture for the Commission on Promotion and 


Cultivation and consulting editor of THe 
Metuopist Story. 


Dr. Browning 


ot HE 








specific projects through gifts over and 
above their regular apportionments. On 
that assumption, a new quadrennial 
program was launched under the ban- 
ner “Advance for Christ and His 
Church.” 

Within this program the specific 
projects were labeled “General Ad- 
vance Specials.” They must be projects 
under the supervision of the Division 
of National Missions and the Division 
of World Missions or the Methodist 
Committee for Overseas Relief. 

Provision was made also for Confer- 
ence Advance Specials to meet the 
needs of missionary projects within the 
bounds of annual conferences. 

The plan quickly won popular sup- 
port. This was plus, or “second mile,” 
giving. As such, it provided individual 
church members and churches with in- 
centives to go beyond the World Serv- 
ice apportionments. 

For the promotion of the Advance a 
Central Promotional Office was set up 
under the Advance Committee and the 
Commission on Promotion and Cultiva- 
tion—and the base was broadened with 
a teaching and preaching ministry. 


Form Connecting Link 


Working in co-operation with the 
Central Promotional Office, the three 
participating agencies issue brochures 
describing approved projects, make 
field contacts, correspond, and in other 
ways forge a connecting link between 
local churches and the mission fields. 

“We try to keep the Advance con- 
stantly before our churches,” said a 
Division of World Missions staff mem- 
ber, “because we believe it is good for 
the church to have a personalized in- 
terest in missions. . . . People have 
been informed. They have found deep 
joy in supporting a particular mission- 
ary whom they know and who is re- 
membered often in their prayers. They 
have helped to build a hospital in 
Africa or in India and they hear re- 
ports of the healing ministry thus made 
possible. . .. They keep a boy in school 
or a young man in seminary who would 
not be there except for their Advance 
gifts. Many of our churches have gone 
the second mile through the Advance 
and have experienced a resurgence of 
spiritual life and devotion in the proc- 
ess.” 

Nearly one-half of the income of the 
Division of World Missions comes 
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through Advance Specials and Week 
of Dedication gifts. 

While the response to the Advance 
has been less spectacular in the Di- 
vision of National Missions and 
MCOR, it has made possible some 
important achievements. 

The Alaska Methodist College, new 
churches and parsonages and increases 
in pastors’ salaries in national mission 
fields are among the urgent needs 
which can be met only through Ad- 
vance Specials gifts. The department 
seeks to double the number of local 
churches supporting National Division 
projects. 





Since the beginning of the Advance, 
on the average one-third of MCOR’s 
world relief funds have come through 
Advance Specials. 

Churches desiring help in the selec- 
tion and promotion of Advance Special 
projects may have it by writing to: Dr. 
Browning, Advance Department, Di- 
vision of World Missions, 150 Fifth 
Ave., New York 11, N.Y:; Dr. Parkin, 
Advance Department, Division of Na- 
tional Missions, 1701 Arch St., Phila- 
delphia 3, Pa.; and Miss Lee, Secretary 
for Promotion of Advance Specials, 
MCOR, 150 Fifth Ave., New York 11, 
N.Y. 





Students are Christian Ambassadors 


by Jennie Youngblood 


“We feel that campers have a more 
friendly attitude toward our Japanese 
friends. This personal contact with Yoko 
helped them to realize Christian people 
in other nations love the same Christ and 
that we have a common bond.” 

“The entire group at the assembly was 
much impressed with her attitudes and 
approach to us. She is her own best testi- 
mony to the real value of the mission pro- 
gram of our church. If that program can 
provide a Yoko Motegi, ail the effort and 
money is a good investment.” 

These comments were written about a 
young woman of Japan who was reared 
in a Christian home and has had training 
in a Methodist school—results of the mis- 
sionary enterprise. It could have been a 
member of your family or your church 
who remarked to Yoko, “A week ago I 
would never have thought I would let 
myself associate with a Japanese!” 

The Christian student from another 
country is truly an “ambassador of good- 
will, international friendliness and under- 
standing. It has been a most challenging 
experience to have Takako in our own 
community. Our youth program was 
given new life and interest. . . . It has 
been good to see the response of many of 
our adults to her visit in the church and 
in some of the homes.” 

Thus wrote another dean. And thus 
new attitudes take root. 

Not only the deans, but also the mis- 
sionary representatives recognize the per- 
sonal and group values of opportunities to 
work, play, study and worship with Chris- 
tians of another race. 

Koh Kasewaga, now teaching at 
Aoyama Gakuin University in Tokyo, 
wrote after his summer’s travel for the 


Joint Department of Missionary Educa- 
tion: “I had many pleasant and precious 
experiences at the camps this summer 
which would be very helpful for my spirit- 
ual growth, too. It was real good for us to 
learn our universal brotherhood under the 
fatherhood of God.” 

Many people make possible this pro- 
gram of visits to summer agencies of the 
church. Wesley Foundation directors and 
directors of religious life on college 
campuses recommend students. The 
Board of Missions through its various de- 
partments supplies the names of mission- 
aries on furlough and Crusade Scholars. 
The Joint Section of Education and Cul- 
tivation provides an honorarium for the 
student. The agency requesting a mission- 
ary representative contributes a flat sum 
to a travel fund. 

The office of the Joint Department of 
Missionary Education receives the re- 
quests from the deans and directors of the 
summer agencies, gathers the names of 
available representatives, reviews the rec- 
ommendations and invites the representa- 
tives, and sends them out in the light of 
the requests and recommendations. | 

Last summer 450 requests for a mis- 
sionary representative were received. Ap- 
proximately 98 per cent of them were 
filled. Seventy international students, 9 
American Indians, and 10 missionaries 
and deaconesses participated in the 416 
agencies. 

The work of the Joint Department of 
Missionary Education is under the direc- 
tion of the Interboard Committee on Mis- 
sionary Education. The support of the 
Interboard Committee on Missionary 
Education comes from the World Service 


gifts in The Methodist Church. 
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by Jeanne Mason 


NEW ORLEANS DISTRICT 


He Established Churches 

© Churches Aided by Board 
@ New Projects 

TX Proposed sites 


HOW NEW ORLEANS BUILDS 


Growing towns and cities 
need new churches. New Orleans District shows 
what careful planning can achieve. 


New Orleans needs new churches. 

Favorable climate, raw materials, and 
lower-cost labor have enticed many in- 
dustries from the North. The port of 
New Orleans has now advanced to 
second largest in the nation, according 
to Dr. Robert W. French, port director 
and Methodist layman. 

Figures compiled by the industrial 
promotion division of the Chamber of 
Commerce of the New Orleans area 
indicated as many as 3,480 persons 
were employed by new and expanded 
industries in the area in one year 
(1951). During a 10-year period 
(1946-55), 10,639 new employees 
were added to industries’ payrolls. 

The continuing industrialization and 
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phenomenal population growth of the 
parishes (counties) comprising the 
New Orleans District of The Method- 
ist Church have imposed on Meth- 
odism a challenge. 

New Orleans Methodists first faced 
the challenge with planning. A district- 
wide survey was conducted in 1955 by 
the district board of missions with 
leadership by the Rev. Virgil D. Mor- 
ris, district superintendent; the Rev. 
Robert A. McKibben, superintendent 
of urban work for the Methodist Board 
of Missions; the Rev. Roy A Sturm, 
head of the board’s Department of Re- 
search and Survey; and Bishop Paul E. 
Martin of the Arkansas-Louisiana Area. 

The survey revealed that one church 
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Map shows district’s master plan, based 
on survey. Leaders in the New Orleans Dis- 
trict campaign: (I. to r.) The Rev. Virgil 
D. Morris; Robert W. French; the Rev. 
Karl Tooke; and Bishop Paul E. Martin of 
the Arkansas-Louisiana Area. 


needed to be relocated, that three 
churches in the older section of New 
Orleans needed to be discontinued, and 
that at least 16 new churches needed 
to be developed in growing edges of 
the district. 

It further indicated the necessity of 
securing sites for new congregations 
ahead of subdivision planning, and the 
location of such new congregations no 
closer than two miles from each other 
and from established churches. 

The board, with its limited budget, 
could not hope to meet the needs of this 
rapidly developing area. Over a period 
of several weeks, Dr. Morris and the 
board developed a plan for a larger and 
more adequate program, approving a 
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capital funds campaign for $300,000 
to be raised over a four-year period. 

To provide necessary funds for the 
completion of projects already begun, 
and to acquire additional sites, Dr. 
Morris and the board decided on three 
methods of approach: special gifts 
(cash and pledges for the four-year 
period, property and securities); dis- 
trict church extension funds for the 
district board of missions already ac- 
cepted and included in the budgets of 
the 42 churches in the New Orleans 
District at that time; and the 1,000- 

lub plan. 

A campaign for special gifts and 
pledges was made; the goal was $150,- 
000 of the $300,000 over-all goal. A 
sacrificial gift was defined by the New 
Orleans district board of missions and 
church extension as being large enough 
to have a positive spiritual impact upon 
the giver and could not be paid at one 
time. 

The district board of missions budget 
was enlarged to $12.500 annually. Fifty 
thousand dollars will be raised over a 
four-year period in this way. Appor- 
tionments were made to local church 
budgets for the district board budget. 
The remaining $100,000 was to be 
raised through the 1,000-Club. 

Originally composed of one thousand 
Methodists in the Louisiana Confer- 
ence, the 1,000-Club has no charter, 
but rather the purpose of providing 
funds to encourage the building of 
new Methodist churches. Members 
agreed to give $10 each time a new 
church is organized and approved by 
the 1,000-Club, with a maximum of 
three calls per year. 

Each district sends in to the confer- 


Robert W. French, port director and campaign chairman, spots a new church on map. 





















ence office the first half of the proceeds 
from the established quota each time 
a new church is certified. The district 
is permitted to keep the balance, re- 
gardless of the number of members, 
for its own work. 

New Orleans District is responsible to 
the Louisiana Conference program for 
116 memberships in the 1,000-Club. 
The district actually has 1,067 mem- 
bers, thus providing a margin of $9,510 
for district work each time a confer- 
ence 1,000-Club call is made. 

W. P. Harris, Methodist layman 
who was instrumental in setting up the 
1,000-Club phase of the program, 
pointed out that local committees were 
organized and assigned various duties 
in the campaign. District committees 
were also organized with each church 
represented by members who served on 
the committees. 

“District and local church leaders are 
continuing to promote the 1,000-Club 
idea to new members,” said Mr. Har- 
ris, “and in so doing, compensate for 
losses in club memberships. It is im- 
perative that the church keep pace 
with the population growth of the dis- 
trict.” 

A leading New Orleans _business- 
man, A. F. Hanson, who served on the 
executive committee of the New 
Church Campaign, explained that 
committees were organized to produce 
bulletin information, provide speakers 
and posters, and inform the news- 
papers, in this manner creating a cli- 
mate of receptivity for the campaign. 
Leaders assembled information and 
printed a ten-page, five-color brochure 
entitled, In His Name. Brochures 


were made available to all local church 
members in the district. 

The district board of missions fore- 
saw the increase in property values. 
Acting on the secommendations > 
brought about by the survey, it deter- 
mined 16 sections in the growing areas 
of the district and secured options on 
four sites where housing developments 
were in progress. In this way, the 
church was able to move into these new 
suburban neighborhoods with the peo- 
ple and not lagging behind them. 

This district board of missions was 
the sponsoring agency for the New 
Church Campaign, and the Rev. Karl 
Tooke, conference stewardship direc- 
tor, was director of the campaign. 

Dr. French stressed that in inaugu- 
rating a program of this type, the fol- 
lowing points should be considered: 

1. Every leader and every member 
should be properly oriented. 

2. The program should be started 
far enough in advance to afford ample 
time to carry out every plan to the most 
minute detail, but not so early as to lose 
interest. 

3. The goal should be challenging 
but realistic; it should not be out-of- 
reach. 

4. The program should be promoted » 
on a district basis. 

5. A careful canvass of giving po- 
tentialities should be made before 
actual solicitation is begun. 

6. It should be emphasized that do 
nations to the campaign will not inter- 
fere with local church giving. 

7. Tours should be organized to in- 
spect prospective sites. 

8. A reassessment of progress should 
be made regularly. 

A glance at the calendar of events 
set up by district leaders indicates their 
careful planning. A meeting of all com- 
mittee chairmen was first on the 
agenda, followed by committee organi- 
zational meetings, laymen speaking in 
local churches on designated dates, a 
kick-off banquet, dedication of solici- 
tors, assignments and reports. Climax- 
ing the calendar of events was Victory 
Sunday. 

Of the $300,000, the district board 
expects to use $40,000 to set up four 
new churches; $30,000 for a loan fund; 
$30,000 to finance property already 


purchased; and the remaining $200,- ») 


000 for the 16 proposed sites. 


Miss Mason is director of Methodist Infor- 
mation for the Arkansas-Louisiana Area. 
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An important but not widely known 
unit of The Methodist Church is the dis- 
trict board of church location and build- 
ing. 

The seven-man board can be of enor- 
mous help to Methodists planning to 
establish a new church or erect a new 
building. 

Each district of each annual conference 
has a board of church location and build- 
ing, elected annually by the conference 
on nomination of the district superin- 
tendent. It consists of three ministers, 
three laymen and the superintendent. 

These seven men have always had im- 
portant duties. The 1956 General Con- 
ference prescribed still others. 

What is the work of this district board 
of church location and building? (See 
1956 Discipline, {| 721-4.) 


To Approve Church Sites 

This board is required to approve each 
church site selected within the bounds 
of the district. The board is to ascertain 
if the site is properly located for the com- 
munity to be served and adequate in size 
for future building and for parking space. 

There are many factors to consider in 
the selection of a well-located church site. 
At least the questions listed on page 10 
should be asked. 

The district board must obtain a plot 
plan for the buildings that are proposed 
for the site in order to determine if the 
site is large enough for the building and 
for parking. In most communities a per- 
mit for a building will not be issued un- 
less space is provided for parking on the 
church property. In some instances ad- 
jacent public parking will be taken into 
consideration. Parking requirements of 
cities vary from place to place, but the 
trend is to require more space. The 
church is planning well when provision 
is made for one parking space for each 
four sittings in the sanctuary. A pamphlet 
on parking is available from the Division 
of National Missions. 


Give Counsel on Costs 
The district board of church location 
and building is required to confer with 
each congregation planning to build if 
the cost of the project exceeds 10 per 
cent of the value of the present property. 
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Each church contemplating a building 
program is to appoint a building com- 
mittee of at least three members, or the 
trustees may be charged with this duty. 
This building committee is then to esti- 
mate carefully the facilities needed for 
the program of worship, education and 
fellowship. This requires research into 
each phase of the program of the church. 

The committee is then to ascertain the 
cost of such site as may be required. On 
the basis of the program needs, the build- 
ing committee is then to provide for the 
development of preliminary architectural 
sketches (which will comply with build- 
ing and fire codes) and a plot plan which 
clearly shows the location of the proposed 
buildings on the site. An estimate of the 
cost of the buildings is to be made. 

The committee is then to develop a 
financial plan for defraying the proposed 
cost, including an estimate of the amount 
the church membership may be able to 
raise in cash and pledges and the amount 
the church may be able to borrow if nec- 
essary. To assist building committees in 
their work the Division of National Mis- 
sions makes available a booklet, The 
Building and Care of Methodist Church 
Property. 

Next, the church is to present to the 
district board of church location for its 
consideration and approval (1) the need 
for the proposed facilities, (2) the pre- 
liminary architectural sketches, and (3) 
an estimate of the probable cost and the 
proposed financial plan. It is the duty of 
the district board to inquire into every 
phase of the program and to approve the 
plan if it appears to be soundly conceived. 
Some district boards forward preliminary 
architectural plans to the Department of 
Architecture of the Division of National 
Missions for review and constructive crit- 
icism before making a final decision. 

When these preliminary plans are ap- 
proved by the district board, the pastor, 
with the written consent of the district 
superintendent, shall call a congrega- 
tional meeting to consider the recom- 
mendations of the building committee. 
After the approval of the membership, the 
building committee is to proceed with 
the development of detailed architectural 
plans and specifications and is to obtain 
a reliable and detailed estimate of cost. 


If a loan is involved, the disciplinary re- 
quirements ({[ 171) must be observed. 

The detailed plans and cost estimate 
must then be presented to the district 
board of church location for approval. It 
shall be the duty of the district board to 
study carefully the feasibility and finan- 
cial soundness of the proposed under- 
taking and to ascertain if the financial 
plan will provide the funds necessary to 
assure prompt payment of all proposed 
contractual obligations. 

A contractual obligation shall not be 
entered into until the church has cash 
on hand plus pledges payable during the 
construction period, plus a loan or a 
written commitment for a loan, which 
will assure funds to meet all obligations 
under the contract. This means that the 
church must carefully count the cost and 
its resources before entering a building 
contract. Collections on pledges during 
the construction period may be estimated 
on the basis of past payments on pledges. 

How may a district board evaluate the 
financial soundness of a building project? 

First, the board should carefully review 
the list of building fund pledges and the 
collection on pledges. There should be 
assurance that the estimate of the amount 
collectible on pledges during construction 
is correctly computed. Then the district 
board should ascertain that there is a 
written commitment for a loan from a 
lending agency. 

The terms of the loan as to repayment, 
interest and other requirements should be 
understood clearly. Is personal liability of 
the trustees required? Is it in the interest 
of the church if a loan can be secured 
without this requirement? Is the size of 
the loan within the financial capacity of 
the church? 

In general practice the Division of 
National Missions has determined a safe 
loan to be an amount which is an aver- 
age of three figures: one-third the agreed 
value of the property, $200 per family of 
local resident membership, and four times 
the budget for current expenses. 

To illustrate: A church costing $40,- 
000 is proposed for a $20,000 site. The 


Dr. Murphy, a Texan and former pastor, is 
executive secretary of the Section of 
Church Extension in the Methodist Board 
of Missions. 
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church has 125 families and a current 
expense budget (except building fund 
pledges) of $6,500. 

1. The total value of the proposed 
property is $60,000. One-third of that 
is $20,000. 

2. The number of families (125) 
times $200 is $25,000. 

3. Four times the current expense 
budget ($6,500) is $26,000. 

4. Add $20,000, $25,000 and $26,- 
000 and divide by three to arrive at $23,- 
667 as a reasonable amount for the 
church to borrow. 

The church should plan to repay its 
debt in the shortest possible period. Ten 
vears is a maximum and five years is the 
average term recommended. There should 
be privilege of prepayment without 
penalty. The entire debt should be un- 
derwritten with pledges or the church 
should plan another building fund cru- 
sade at the end of the pledge period. No 
church should be so overburdened with 
debt that its service program is handi- 
capped for lack of financial support. A 
debt-ridden church is not attractive to 
prospective members. 

There are doubtless some instances 
when a church would be safe in borrow- 
ing more than the norm suggested here. 


Certain new congregations, for instance, 
have little equity in property, few fami- 
lies within the membership, and a small 
budget for current expenses. In this case 
it is assumed that the conference or dis- 
trict mission board will stand by to see 
that the new building is completed. In 
this case the potential will justify a larger 
debt. In some cases the conference or 
district boards have endorsed the note 
and guaranteed repayment of the loan. 
All of this will be understood by the dis- 
trict board of church location in its con- 
sideration of the soundness of the finan- 
cial program. 


It's a Good Plan 

Thus Methodism has legislation which 
gives each district board at least two meet- 
ings with local church building commit- 
tees. In practice, it is found that several 
additional consultations are requested in 
most Cases. 

The district board is required to file a 
written report of its decisions with the 
quarterly conference of the church in- 
volved. This board is required to make a 
written report to the district conference 
Cor, if there is no district conference, to 
the district superintendent) and this re- 
port becomes a part of the records of that 





conference. A careful record of the 
actions of the board should be kept. 

In many cases the work of the district 
board of church location is co-ordinated 
with the city or district board of missions 
or the annual conference Board of Mis- 
sions. 

If a church desires to appeal from the 
decisions of the district board of church 
location, it may do so directly to the an- 
nual conference. Otherwise the decision 
of the board is final. 

The district board may provide for 
subdistrict boards in cases where it is 
desirable. 

Methodism is experiencing the great- 
est building boom in history and indica- 
tions are that it will continue for many 
years. The district board of church loca- 
tion is the key factor in evaluating our 
building activities. It has serious responsi- 
bilities. Many interested and skilled lay- 
men and ministers are serving the church 
through membership on this board. 

The church is indebted to these loyal 
members for the wise counsel and good 
guidance they offer our congregations. 

(NOTE: For the statement of Meth- 
odist law on these matters, see the Disci- 
pline, Chapter IV, especially § 167-81.) 





Is the site on a corner? 
What are the dimensions? 


Is there sufficient usable land for an over-all master 


CHOOSING A CHURCH SITE 


Questions to be asked in locating a new church. 
about future land use? Do long-range plans anticipate any 
changes in the community, such as expressways? 

Is the site near flight lanes of an airport, fire stations, 








plan, including parking and landscaping? 

Do local regulations require parking on the site? Could 
you provide one parking space for each four sittings in 
the proposed sanctuary? Is there adjacent off-street park- 
ing space that would be available for use by the church? 

Is there a prospective minimum population of 2,000 un- 
served within a 1%4-mile radius of the site? (1,000 in rural 
areas or smaller towns.) Is the population homogeneous? 
Could the church be expected to reach a minimum mem- 
bership of 400? 

Is the nearest Methodist church more than 1% miles 
from the site? 

What other Protestant churches are located within 1% 
miles of the site? CA half mile in thickly settled areas?) 

How far is it to a central shopping center? 

Has a religious census been made? 

Can a fee-simple title be secured? 

Are there streets, curbs, gutters and sidewalks? If not, 
what will these cost the owner of the site? 

Can the site be reached by public transportation? 

Are all public utilities available? 

Is the price in line with prevailing values? Has an ap- 
praisal of the market value been secured? 

What are requirements of set-back of buildings from 
property lines? Has a sketch been made to show location 
of prospective buildings on site? 

Have you consulted with local planning authorities 


or heavy truck route? 
Is there a stop light 


Are there offensive industrial odors at any time? 

Are there foreign langauge groups within the proposed 
parish? Are there social barriers? 

Will people pass the site en route to downtown areas? 

What percentage of the land within 1% miles of the 
site is undeveloped? What are the plans for the future 
development of the area? 

Are there natural barriers, such as rivers, lakes, ravines, 
hills, golf courses, parks, cemeteries, railroads, large power 
lines, or industrial areas within the proposed parish? 

Can a comity assignment be obtained 

Are residents transients or home owners? Is population 
of the area stable, decreasing or increasing? 

What is the approximate average cost of homes in the 


5 
arear 


Is the site adequately drained? Does adjacent property 
drain onto the site? Are there storm sewers? Have tests 


been made to find if 


foundation procedures? 
Will a church on the site be visible to those who pass? 


Are there tall adjacent 


Are specialized church services, such as a playground, 


needed in the area? Is 


Do the nearest Methodist churches favor or oppose the 


purchase of this site? 


or stop sign at the corner? 


~ 
? 


the subsurface will permit normal 


structures? 


the site adequate for such services? 
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SEMINARIES 
EXPAND 


The 1956 General Conference asked for 
more facilities to train preachers. 


The church is responding with action. 
















Great strides have been taken by our theological schools 
since the establishment of the Department of Theological Edu- 
cation in the Division of Educational Institutions by the General 
Conference of 1952. 
@ To the teaching faculties 50 new members have been added, 
bringing the total to nearly 200. 
@ Total current expenditures for the 10 seminaries were in 
excess of 31/2 million dollars for 1955-56. 
e Salary levels have been raised and pension plans provided. 
e Libraries have been enlarged and made more adequate. 


e Direct appropriations from World Service funds to the schools 
have increased from $279,085 in 1951-52 to $912,500 in 
1956-57. 
@ Building programs are under way or projected for the im- 
mediate future in six of the 10 schools, in addition to the two 
new schools. 


The Need 
More young men and women of high ability and deep devo- 
tion to train for positions of church leadership. 
More financial support from conferences, churches and private 
individuals for scholarships, capital and current needs. 





The Answer 





Methodism must call and train its finest youths for the min- 
istry of tomorrow. —GERALD 0. McCULLOH 





A subject of broad agreement in the 
General Conference of 1956 was the 
need for expansion of facilities for theo- 
logical education. 

After four years of study, a Study 
Commission on Theological Education, 
led by Bishop Donald H. Tippett, 
brought in a carefully documented report 
showing startling facts. Among them: 

e The ministerial corps is shrinking 
while Methodist membership swells. 

e In a single year (1954) 1,129 minis- 
ters were lost through retirement, death 
or other means, while conferences re- 
ceived 910 men on trial. That same year 
Methodist theological seminaries gradu- 
ated only 679 men. 

e The church actually needs 2,800 new 
ministers each year: 1,200 as replace- 
ments, 500 for new churches, 375 for 
the division of circuits, 450 for associate 
pastors and other multiple ministries, and 
275 for new special appointments. 

e The number of theological school 
graduates is “perilously inadequate to 
meet even the replacement needs.” 

To turn the tide, the commission rec- 
ommended a goal of 1,200 Methodist 
seminary graduates a year by 1960. It 
recommended larger financial support to 
the seminaries, that each of the 10 exist- 
ing seminaries enlarge its enrollment, and 
that two new seminaries be created. 

General Conference voted in the pro- 
gram with enthusiasm. 

Now, a year after General Conference, 
the expansion is well under way. THE 
Mertuopist Story presents here progress 
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reports from five spots to which the 
church looks for the largest part of the 
expansion. 


The Ohio Seminary 

One of the two new seminaries au- 
thorized by General Conference was to 
be located “somewhere in Ohio.” 

An energetic provisional committee of 
96 has picked a site and already has 
pledges for more than three of the four 
million dollars required. Target date for 
opening of the new school is the fall of 
1960, when it is hoped that 250 students 
may be enrolled. Building plans are be- 
ing made for a capacity of 600. 

The provisional committee was or- 
ganized last September, representing the 
episcopal areas of Ohio, Indiana, Michi- 
gan, Pittsburgh, Louisville and St. Louis, 
all of which have a concern in the proj- 
ect. Bishop Hazen G. Werner of the 
Ohio Area was elected general chairman. 

At the first meeting the four-million 
dollar goal was set, the figure having 
been approved previously by the 19 dis- 
trict superintendents of the Ohio Area. 


Architect’s 

sketch of Wes- 

ley Theological 

Seminary, to 

be built in 
Washington. r 





















Dr. McCulloh is director of theological edu- 
cation in the Department of Ministerial 
Education. 


The financial challenge was seen in two 
phases: $1,500,000 to be asked of local 
churches, for them to include with their 
regular benevolent giving; $2,500,000 to 
be sought through other gifts. 

Less than six months later the com- 
mittee learned that the churches had ac- 
cepted responsibility for their $1,500,000. 
By March $1,550,000 had been raised on 
the other goal. A celebration was planned 
for the passing of the three-million-dollar 
mark and hopes rose that the full goal 
of four million might be underwritten 
by conference time in June. 

On March 2 the provisional organiza- 
tion, acting on the report of its locations 
committee and on the recommendation 
of a joint committee from the University 
Senate and the Department of Ministerial 
Education of the Board of Education, 
picked the site. They chose a 50-acre 
tract three miles south of Delaware, Ohio 
Chome of Ohio Wesleyan University), 
and 18 miles north of Columbus. The 
site was made available by Ohio Wes- 
leyan without cost. 


The Rev. John W. Dickhaut has been 

























appointed full-time director of the semi- 
nary project. Next steps will be the 
choosing of architects and the drawing 


of plans. 


From Westminster to Wesley 


On Apr. 5 ground was broken in 
Washington, D.C., for Wesley Theologi- 
cal Seminary. When it opens in the fall 
of 1958 it will be the first Protestant 
seminary in the national capital. 

The ceremony marked the start of con- 
struction on the administration building, 
chapel and first dormitory. The buildings 
will accommodate 350 students—more 
than double the number at the parent 
institution, Westminster Theological 
Seminary. Ultimate capacity is set at 600. 

Westminster, founded in 1881 by the 
Methodist Protestant Church, is in West- 
minster, Md., adjacent to Western Mary- 
land College. The move, along with pro- 
viding for enlargement and a strategic 
location, will relieve overcrowding on the 
old campus. Westminster presently has 
142 students in facilities designed for 40. 

In Washington the seminary, renamed 
to honor John and Charles Weslev, will 
be adjacent to American Universitv. 
Washington 
will cost an $3,100,000. 
Toward this, the Kresge Foundation of 
Detroit, Mich., has offered to give $1,- 
500,000. The grant, spread over a four- 


The new buildings in 
estimated 


vear period, is conditioned on matching 
funds raised by the seminary. 

To date six annual conferences have 
taken a founding interest in the new 
campus by pledging toward it. They are: 
Baltimore, Peninsula, Central Pennsvl- 
vania, Pittsburgh, Erie and West Vir- 
ginia. Contributions are being considered 
bv other conferences of the Northeastern 
Jurisdiction and by Washington Confer- 
ence of the Central Jurisdiction. 

President Norman L. Trott says that, 
through the conferences and_ other 
sources, about $1,320,000 is in sight out 
of the $1,500,000 needed to match the 
Kresge funds. 
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National leaders 
in theological edu- 
cation share Ohio 
planning: (1. to 
r.) Dr. John O. 
Gross, Division of 
Educational 
Institutions; Bishop 
Werner of Ohio; 
Bishop Tippett, 
who led study com- 
mission; Dr. 
McCulloh, direc- 
tor of theological 
education. 


Kansas City Plans 

General Conference authorized a new 
seminary for the Missouri-Kansas-Ne- 
braska region. Kansas City was the sug- 
gested location. 

One of the factors in favor of Kansas 
City was the possibility of sharing build- 
ings, library and other facilities with the 
National College for Christian Workers, 
supported by the Woman's Division of 
Christian Service. 

Now representatives of National Col- 
lege and of interested annual conferences 
are at work on plans. 

Planning was begun shortly after Gen- 
eral Conference with a meeting of Bishop 
Eugene M. Frank of Missouri, Bishop 
Dana Dawson of Kansas, Bishop H. 
Bascom Watts of Nebraska, Bishop Mat- 
thew W. Clair of the St. Louis Area, and 
the Rev. Gerald O. McCulloh of the 
Department of Ministerial Education. 

Later, in a meeting with the trustees 
of National College, it was decided to set 
up a provisional governing board. The 
board will consist of eight persons chosen 
by the college and one minister and one 
lavman from each of the episcopal areas. 

The: board has now been set up, with 
Bishop Frank serving as temporary chair- 
man. Three committees have been named 
to study (1) a recommendation for loca- 
tion, (2) a name for the seminary and 
the most suitable relationship with the 
National College for Christian Workers, 
and (3) possible methods of securing 
capital funds and living endowment. 

This spring permanent trustees for the 
seminary are being elected by the 
annual conferences concerned. 


Change in Califorina 

The Southern California School of 
Theology has been operating in co-opera- 
tion with Southern California-Arizona 
Conference since last September under 
a charter from the state. This is a con- 
tinuation of the work of the former 
School of Religion of the University of 
Southern California. 





Now in temporary quarters in a Los 
Angeles church, the school will begin its 
1957 fall term at Claremont, Calif., 35 
miles east. There it will join the Associ- 
ated Colleges of Claremont. Pending 
completion of its own buildings in Clare- 
mont, the school will be given quarters 
by two of the associated colleges. 

The Claremont location was confirmed 
last February when the board of trustees 
accepted an agreement with the Associ- 
ated Colleges of Claremont for acquiring 
a 15%-acre campus. The property is be- 
ing purchased by an anonymous friend 
and given to the school. 

The property is within a half mile of 
the graduate school of Claremont Col- 
leges and the large Honnold Library, cen- 
ter of all six of Claremont’s educational 
institutions. The arrangement provides 
that students and the faculty of the school 
of theology will share in the library, con- 
certs, lectures and other cultural features 
of the Associated Colleges. 

Buildings will be erected on the new 
site as soon as possible. Funds are being 
sought “quietly but effectively.” 

Dr. Ernest C. Colwell, former presi- 
dent of the University of Chicago and 
vice-president of Emory University, has 
been chosen as president. He will take 
office Sept. 1. 

The seminary sees its responsibilities 
in terms of its position as the only Meth 
odist seminary on the Pacific Coast. It ex- 
pects to serve other Protestant groups as 
well. Although the majority of the trus- 
tees are Methodists, members of four 
other denominations are on the board. 

The Southern California School of 
Theology will be limited to about 300 
full-time students. It hopes to have more 
than 100 this fall, but will be able to 
take even more. The faculty will be in- 
creased by two when the move is made. 


Growth at Gammon 


Gammon Theological Seminary in At- 
lanta, a seminary of The Methodist 
Church training Negroes for the min- 
istry, is in the midst of a long-range pro- 
gram of development. 

In the past five vears the student 
body has been increased approximately 
100 per cent and all the students are 
now fully qualified candidates for the 
regular graduate professional degrees. 
The faculty has been expanded and two 
new dormitories have been built. 

Under a grant from the General Edu- 
cation Board (a Rockefeller agency) a 
study is in progress dealing with the de- 
velopment of an_ interdenominational 
center for Negro theological education 
in Atlanta. Gammon, as the _ only 
accredited theological school for Negroes 
in the South, would play an important 
part in the establishment of such a 
theological center. 
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Commission on Membership 
and Evangelism 


Each commission chairman will want 
to get a copy of the 1956 Discipline 
(through his pastor or from the Methodist 
Publishing House) and a copy of the 
Manual for the Local Church Commis- 
sion on Membership and Evangelism 
(from Tidings, 35¢ each; 4 or more, 
25¢ each) for himself and for every mem- 
ber of the commission. 

After thoroughly familiarizing himself 
with these and after conferring with the 
pastor, the commission chairman will 
want to call the commission together for 
organization and planning. 


Two Important Questions 

Two important questions which affect 
the commission will be asked by the dis- 
trict superintendent at the first quarterly 
conference. It would be well for the com- 
mission to discuss these with the pastor: 

1. How many persons will this pas- 
toral charge set as a minimum number to 
be received on profession of faith this 
conference year, and what means will it 
adopt to win them? 

2. What program has been adopted for 
assimilating new members into the life of 
the church, and training them in Chris- 
tian living and activity? (Discipline, 
{| 149, sections 2b and 2c.) 

Throughout the whole Methodist 
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Church last year it required 26 members 
(actually 26.5) to win one on profession 
of faith. Any local church goal that is less 
than one twenty-fifth of the membership 
is hardly a worthy goal. Most churches 
will find a goal of “one for 20” as chal- 
lenging. However, many churches in 
mushrooming areas should not be satisfied 
with just winning “one for 20.” Help 
your church set an adequate goal and 
achieve it. 

Likewise, let your commission always 
have assimilation on its mind and heart, 
and in its functioning. The Tidings book- 
let, Assimilating New Members, and the 
leaflet, How To Be a Fellowship Friend, 
should be used constantly, as well as the 
Spiritual Life Fellowship Plan, published 
by Tidings. 

The June issue of THe Metnopist 
Story contained some suggestions con- 
cerning having a “preaching and reach- 
ing” series of evangelistic services, com- 
bined with visitation of definite prospec- 
tive members and uncommitted persons 
for decision for Christ. 

The commission can be alert to take 
advantage of all opportunities offered by 
summer camps and assemblies. 


Summer and Fall Plan 
A national meeting of the Council of 
Evangelism, composed of ministers and 
laymen, will be held Oct. 17-22 at the 
Curtis Hotel, Minneapolis, Minn. It is 


hoped that many chairmen of local church 
commissions on membership and evan- 
gelism will attend. 

Since local churches will be observing 
the 250th anniversary of the birth of 
Charles Wesley this fall, the commission 
will want to take advar tage of evangelis- 
tic opportunities in connection with this. 
Copies of the small booklets and services 
of worship related to the observance can 
be ordered from Tidings. The commission 
should plan early with the pastor and 
worship leader for an adequate observance 
in the fall. 

During the summer, the commission 
members (especially the pastor and the 
chairman and members of the committee 
on church membership rolls) can study 
thoroughly the church rolls. (See 
Manual, pages 71 ff.) Find out the pres- 
ent address of every person and learn 
something of his interest and participa- 
tion in the church and its activities. 

This knowledge and information will 
be invaluable, when followed up. Every 
Methodist church must do all it can to 
develop the spiritual life of every member 
and to make him an active participant in 
the church. 

During the summer months, letters of 
notification may be written (Discipline, 
1119 and 7 125; Manual, pages 71-78). 


General Board of Evangelism, 1908 


Grand Ave., Nashville 5, Tenn. 
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Commission on Education 


New Kindergarten Closely Graded 
Courses, written in two one-year courses, 
will replace all eight parts of the kinder- 
garten program now in use, beginning 
Oct. 1. 

One of the two new courses is pre- 
pared for four-year-olds and one for five- 
year-olds. Each course consists of a teach- 
er's book, a pupil’s book and a picture set 
for teachers. There is also a story paper 
for all pupils and a parents’ book. 


Changes in Periodicals 

Changing from a quarterly to a 
monthly publication Oct. 1, Christian Ac- 
tion, the periodical for older youths, will 
be new in appearance and content. The 
number of pages will be increased to 64. 
Contents will include lessons for use in 
class sessions; discussion material for use 
in evening meetings; worship suggestions 
correlated with the lesson material; fea- 
ture articles addressed to students, work- 
ing youths and those in the armed serv- 
ices; articles interpreting the church’s 
program for older youths; and letters from 
older youths and their adult leaders re- 
porting interesting developments in their 
groups and reaction to the contents of the 
magazine. 

oundtable will be directed exclusively 
to members of the senior MYF and the 
page count reduced from 64 to 48 with 
the transfer of some of the former features 
to the pages of Christian Action. Features 
to be included are senior evening meet- 
ings, suggestions for the senior MYF 
council, special articles, suggestions for 
projects and activities related to program 
areas, and resources for worship to be 
used with the Sunday-morning lessons in 
Studies in Christian Living. 

Daily Bible Lessons will be discon- 
tinued and Epworth Notes will take its 
place beginning Oct. 1. The page count 
will be increased from 40 to 48 pages 
and the width of the book will be slightly 
less than that of its predecessor, so that 
it may be carried conveniently in a man’s 
coat pocket or a woman’s purse. The In- 
ternational Lesson Series for Adults will 
be divided into seven parts for daily study 
and each page will carry a Bible reading 
for the day. Both King James and RSV 
versions of the Bible text will be printed. 

Lecciones Christianas, which, trans- 
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lated, is Christian Lessons, will be pub- 
lished for the first time in October. It is 
a quarterly publication of lesson materials 
for use in the Spanish-speaking church- 
school classes for adults. It will be used 
particularly in California, Arizona, Texas, 


Florida, Cuba, and Puerto Rico. 


Church School and Sourcebook 


Music in the church school is the 
theme of the July issue of Church School. 
Included is a story on the National Fel- 
lowship of Methodist Musicians and a 
center photo-spread of the council mem- 
bers. 

Especially helpful resources for the 
Christian Education Week theme in the 
August issue are the following articles: 
“Observe Christian Education Week”—a 
listing of things to do to make the week 
meaningful; “Called to Serve,” by 
Leonard Miller—a service of dedication 
for church-school workers to be used at 
the close of the Sunday morning worship 
service of the church; “Your Workers’ 
Conference,” by Lilla M. Cunningham— 
suggestions for workers’ conference dur- 
ing Christian Education Week; and 
“Rally Day—The Time Is Now,” Mar- 
garet L. Gothard—how to make Rally 
Day more than an attendance figure. 

These are articles which may be used 
in meetings of teachers, the commission 
on education or in workers’ conferences. 


General Board of Education, Box 871, 
Nashville 2, Tenn. (Editorial Division, 810 
Broadway. ) 


Commission on Missions 


Basing its program on two words, 
“consciousness” and “conscience,” a 
church in western New York has in- 
creased its giving to missions and other 
benevolences almost 600 per cent in the 
past 11 years. 

With 520 members, Hurlbut Memorial 
Church of Chautauqua (home of the 
famous summer assembly grounds) paid 
$1,169 to benevolent causes in 1945-46 
and has budgeted $6,800 for the same 
type of causes in 1957-58. The pastor, 
the Rev. Charles S. Aldrich, and the 
chairman of the commission on missions, 
Mrs. Harold S. Metcalfe, account for 
their church’s achievements in benevo- 
lent giving this way: 

“Our missionary progress comes from 
a growing consciousness on the part of 
our people of the privileges of steward- 
ship in the world-wide field of Christian 
endeavor and a growing conscience that 
we must do our full share in this task. A 
part of our program has been the ac- 
ceptance of the financial goal of ‘as much 
for others as for ourselves.’” 

One of the most recent projects of the 
Hurlbut church and its commission on 
missions was to undertake the partial sup- 











port of the Rev. and Mrs. Ulysses S. 
Gray of Marshall, Tex., Negro mission- 
aries to Liberia. 

Hurlbut Memorial’s progress in benev- 
olent giving is the story of the concern of 
two pastors, the late Rev. Charles H. 
Hagedorn and Mr. Aldrich, and the in- 
terest of the commission on missions. How 
the pastors and the commission worked 
together to develop congregational stew- 
ardship in giving to causes beyond the 
local church could serve as an example to 
other Methodist churches. 

Here are a few sample items from the 
benevolent budget: 

World Service—$479 in 1946, $2,500 
in 1957; missionary specials—$46 in 
1946, $2,300 in 1957; Fellowship of 
Suffering and Service—$17 in 1946, 
$148 in 1957 and Erie Conference benev- 
olences—nothing reported in 1946; 
$1,248 in 1957. 

What produced these results? 

First, a commission on missions was 
organized in the spring of 1953. Its per- 
sonnel was chosen with great care. This 
commission dedicated itself to: 

e Learning as much as possible about 
the church-wide and conference-wide mis- 
sionary objectives. 

e Transmitting that spirit of dedication 
and the knowledge the commission gained 
to the entire church family. 

Seven principal means of transmittal 
were used: 

1. Information, vitally written and 
properly timed, in the Church Visitor, a 
mimeographed paper published 10 times 
a year and sent by direct mail to every 
church family. 

2. Pulpit emphasis on the missionary 
obligation and objective. 

3. Missionary education in the School 
for Christian Living, an annual Lenten 
activity for the entire church. 

4. Observance of the fourth Sunday 
of each month as World Service Sunday 
in the church school, with special 15- 
minute programs. Initially, these programs 
explained one of the projects in the 
World Service endeavor of The Methodist 
Church, followed by a discussion of the 
items in the annual conference program. 
Now there are presentations, dramatic or 
otherwise, by student groups, visits by 
missionaries or talks by members of the 
commission. In May each year, a review 
is presented to the congregation, showing 
the source of all benevolence monies and 
indicating what has been done with the 
dollars. 

5. The sharing of letters from mission- 
aries who receive help from the local 
church. By this means the people have 
become familiar with the missionaries in 
Japan, Sumatra and Liberia. 

6. Visits from missionaries have pro- 
vided never-to-be-forgotten weekends. 
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7. The prudent use of literature. 

This church accepted a long-range goal 
of “as much for others as ourselves.” This 
has been a stimulating factor in the pro- 
gram. The attainment of this goal is being 
helped by the acceptance of Advance 
Specials. 


Board of Missions, 150 Fifth Ave., New 
York 11, N.Y.; 1701 Arch St., Philadelphia 
3, Pa. 


Committee on World Peace 


Members of the committee on world 
peace will find value in discussing the 
meaning of July 4 from a Christian point 
of view. The minister, participating in 
the discussion, may wish to include some 
of the conclusions in his sermon on June 
30 or July 7. 


United Nations Flag 

Some ministers reading this may be 
instructors or deans in summer camps for 
youth. Last summer a camp in Michigan 
found that it had one flagpole and an 
American flag. It did not satisfy the youth 
to display only the one flag. Therefore, 
a special offering was taken and enough 
money was obtained to buy both a Chris- 
tian flag and a United Nations flag. 

A UN flag about 4 by 6 feet, suitable 
for outdoor use, may be purchased from 
Annin and Co., 85 Fifth Ave., New York, 
N.Y. Such a flag could be used on various 
occasions in the church and community. 


World Peace Publications 


Peace committee members need to be 
well informed. If they only know what 
the daily newspaper or the radio com- 
mentator says, they will be no wiser than 
others in the church. We recommend 
three publications for every peace com- 
mittee: 

1. The Courier, published monthly, 
gives practical help to peace committees. 
It can be ordered from the address at the 
end of this article. Price: $1 a year. 

2. The Washington Newsletter, pub- 
lished monthly by the Friends Committee, 
gives information and insights concerning 
congressional legislation of importance to 
peace workers. Price: $2 a year. Write: 
Friends Committee on National Legisla- 
tion, 104 C St. NE, Washington 2, D.C. 

3. The United Nations Review, pub- 
lished monthly by the UN, covers all 
phases of the work of this organization 
and includes many attractive pictures. 
Price: $4.50 a year. Write: Columbia 
University Press, 2960 Broadway, New 
York 27, N.Y. 


Waging Peace 
Waging Peace is the title of a new 
book by a Methodist layman in Iowa, C. 
Maxwell Stanley. He is head of the Stan- 
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ley Engineering Co., a firm employing 
200 persons. For 25 years he has lived 
in Muscatine, worked in The Methodist 
Church, and reared a family of three chil- 
dren. 

In 1946 his son, David, a student at 
the University of Iowa, became much in- 
terested in world peace through world 
government and would give his father 
“no peace” until he read Reeves’ Anato- 
my of Peace. This was Mr. Stanley’s 
“Damascus Road” experience. In recent 
years he has been president of United 
World Federalists, the organization which 
advocates the strengthening of the 
United Nations in the direction of 
limited world government. 

During the last two years Mr. Stanley 
wrote a book, which has been published 
by Macmillan. A peace committee may 
order three or five copies of the book from 
the address at the end of this material and 
discuss it at a meeting in July or August. 
Paperbound, it costs $1.50. 

One of the ways a peace committee 
may make its influence felt in the life 
of the church without calling special 
meetings (and having few come!) is to 
take seriously its reports to the official 
board. The chairman of the committee 
should be prepared at every meeting of 
the board to make a concise contribution 
to the thinking of the members present. 
For example, he might speak about Stan- 
ley’s book and offer to loan or sell a copy 
to anyone wishing to read it. 


Visiting the United Nations 

Have you ever seen the headquarters 
building of the UN? Have you been pres- 
ent when the Assembly, composed of dele- 
gates from 81 nations, is in session? 
Would you like to go to the UN for sev- 
eral days under Methodist supervision? 

Since Apr. 1, the Rev. Charles F. Boss 
has been giving full time to the Methodist 
Board of World Peace office across 
the street from the UN headquarters. 
He directs Methodist groups from many 
annual conferences who visit the UN for 
one to four days. 

If you expect to be in New York for a 
day, or if you would like to join some or- 
ganized group for three days, you are in- 
vited to write to the Board of World 
Peace, Room 801, 345 E. 46th St., New 
York 17, N.Y. 


Political Action 


By now the average citizen has forgot- 
ten the heated campaign of the fall of 
1956. Politically speaking, he expects to 
swing in his hammock until 1960! 

This is like going to church only at 
Christmas or Easter! Peace committee 
members should be continuously con- 
cerned that their thoughts and desires are 
related to political decisions. 

Often this will mean writing letters to 












congressmen. Sometimes it will mean in- 
viting one’s congressman to a meeting in 
the church when Congress is adjourned, 
so that his views may be better known. 

However, more peace workers should 
become active workers in the party of 
their choice in order that they may help 
to advance the naming of good candidates 
in the primaries. 

There is a Methodist woman in Texas 
who is both the Christian social relations 
secretary of her conference and the chair- 
man of the Democratic Party in her 
county. Such people we do not often 
meet! Most persons either work in the 
church and neglect political activity, or 
they work in politics and neglect the 
church! 

In 1957, therefore, we encourage peace 
committee members to know their pre- 
cinct committeemen, to attend county 
meetings, and to have influence in the 
decisions of one of the parties. Plato once 
observed, “The penalty that good men 
pay for not being interested in politics is 
to be governed by people worse than 
themselves.” 


Board of World Peace, 740 Rush St., 
Chicago 11, Il. 


Committee on Hospitals 
and Homes 


The “summer slump” never hits Meth- 
odist hospitals and homes. Indeed, this is 
an excellent time for the local church to 
share in summer activities of these insti- 
tutions and to provide new activities for 
them. 

Children in the local children’s homes 
are on vacation, and with more free time 
than usual, they would welcome church 
interest. A committee might organize a 
picnic, swimming party or hike for 
groups of youngsters in the home—to- 
gether with other children from the com- 
munity-at-large. This should be done in 
complete co-operation with the home ad- 
ministration, and would need careful 
supervision. The Woman’s Society, a 
youth group, or the men’s organization 
might well be the instigator. This pro- 
vides a worthy project for the sponsoring 
group and good, wholesome recreation for 
the children. Many other activities, of 
course, can be planned to help make the 
home a part of the community. 
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Many church members invite children 
from the home to be their guests during 
a week, or several weeks, in the summer 
vacation period. For those children cared 
for exclusively on the home campus, this 
is a wonderful vacation in a real family 
atmosphere. 


Plan Visits to Homes 

In addition to giving the home children 
a vacation away from the campus, church 
members will find the summer months a 
good time to take groups on visits to the 
home. This can be planned in conjunc- 
tion with some special occasion, or it 
might be made a special occasion. Visiting 
groups could take along their own lunches 
or refreshments and enough in addition 
so they could invite the residents at the 
home to partake. 

What is true for the child is also ap- 
plicable to residents of homes for older 
persons. Many of these persons will wel- 
come an invitation to visit in a church 
member’s home for a day, or a weekend 
—or maybe just an afternoon. And, on 
the home campus groups of interested 
church members can organize parties, 
programs or special visits. 

In rural communities, or in urban com- 
munities close to rural areas, there are a 
number of church members who are 
blessed with an abundance of fresh fruits 
and vegetables during the summer 
months. We know of one farmer who 
always gives a load of melons to the local 
church home. Naturally, the donor of 
perishable foods will want to inquire first 
of the home administrator just what and 
how much is needed and when it should 
be delivered. Giving fruits and vegetables 
might seem like a mundane matter, but 
it is both surprising and gratifying to see 
the appreciation and delight that both 
children and old persons in these homes 
experience when they see the baskets of 
pink, plump peaches or red-ripe melons! 


Encourage Youth to Help 

The local church committee can en- 
courage youths of the church to show in- 
terest in the church homes and hospitals. 
Each summer a number of youths spend 
their time working on the campus of a 
children’s home, an old folks’ home or in 
a hospital. In return for their services, 
they receive a small remuneration and a 
wealth of experience and understanding 
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of what their church institutions are 
doing. There is a definite personal tie-in 
between the local church members and 
the institution they help to support. These 
young people perform a variety of duties 
—working in the business office, acting as 
receptionist, supervising recreation, assist- 
ing houseparents, running errands—or as 
nurses’ aides. 

There is a great need, too, for volun- 
teers during the summer months. Any 
hospital or home auxiliary will welcome 
volunteers from among youth or adult 
groups, all of whom can be of service in 
the multitudinous institutional activities. 

Church members should be encouraged 
to keep up their visits to the sick during 
the summer, because it is especially an- 
noying to be hospitalized when it is warm 
and the weather outside is beckoning. A 
short, pleasant visit to the sick or shut- 
ins will bring lasting pleasure both for 
the patient and the visitor. Freshly cut 
flowers from your garden are an inexpen- 
sive but expressive reminder that someone 
cares. A few hours of reading to one 
whose eyesight is no longer good will 
bring real enjoyment. Or a wheelchair 
patient will find pleasure in a “stroll” to 
a nearby park, just for fresh air! 


Use Creative Ability 

All of these suggestions are simple and 
much-used. Local church committees can 
show their creative ability by thinking of 
additional ideas for helping the sick, chil- 
dren and older persons in hospitals and 
homes. Even if your particular commu- 
nity does not have a Methodist hospital 
or home, it will have some hospital or 
home where these services are needed and 
appreciated. 

The Board of Hospitals and Homes of 
The Methodist Church has published a 
series of booklets, The Good Health 
Series, which is helpful reading for per- 
sons in all circumstance of stress or strain. 
The board also publishes Strength for 
Hospital Days, for those confined to hos- 
pitals, and the companion piece, For 
Those Who Wait, directed to relatives 
and friends of ailing loved ones. These 
booklets are available, at nominal cost, 
from the board, and are proven to be ex- 
cellent reading for those of particular 
need. 


Board of Hospitals and Homes, 740 Rush 
St., Chicago 11, Til. 


Committee on Temperance 


For additional tips on latest tools and 
techniques send the name and address of 
your temperance chairman to the Rev. 
Donald Kuhn, General Board of Tem- 
perance, 100 Maryland Ave. NE, Wash- 
ington 2, D.C. 





Intercollegiate School 

A unique opportunity to train college 
students in the alcohol problems field: 
The annual International Intercollegiate 
School of Alcohol Studies, Aug. 24-29, 
Nebraska Wesleyan University, Lincoln, 
Neb. 

Why not provide a scholarship for an 
outstanding student from your church? 

Purpose of the school is to help par- 
ticipants: 

e Gain a scientific understanding of the 
current problems resulting from the use 
of alcoholic beverages. 

e Recognize an objective approach to 
these problems. 

e Make intelligent decisions as to per- 
sonal and social attitudes. 

e Develop thinking toward constructive 
action. 

The school brings together students 
from colleges and universities in the 
United States and Canada. Registrations 
are open to college students and their 
leaders, faculty members, counselors, and 
religious and welfare workers in colleges. 

The problems of alcohol are ap- 
proached from three angles—the campus 
interests of students, their future as 
citizens and the basic problems of alcohol 
in current society. 

General Board of Temperance staff 
members participate in the school each 
year and help in developing its program. 

Application for enrollment should be 
made in advance of Aug. 1. Expenses 
total $40 including registration, meals 
and lodging. Address: The Intercollegiate 
Association, Room 522, 12 N. Third St., 
Columbus 15, Ohio. Or write the Board 
of Temperance for more information and 
application blanks. 


New Temperance Leaflet 


For general distribution in literature 
racks and mailings, and especially for 
those asking about the official Methodist 
position on temperance and public morals 
is Methodists Speak on Beverage Alcohol, 
Corruption in Politics, Narcotic Drugs, 
Gembling, Tobacco. 

Taken from the Discipline of The 
Methodist Church, these statements are 
the official voice of Methodism as_re- 
corded by the 1956 General Conference. 

Also included is a portion of the 1956 
episcopal address, a “state-of-the-church” 
message from the Council of Bishops. 

Copies of Methodists Speak are 10¢ 
each or 100 for $8. Order from the Board 


of Temperance. 


Parties With Punch 


A natural for summer entertaining that 
can demonstrate alternatives to alcohol is 
Parties With Punch. 

With the MYF, young adult groups, 
woman’s societies and others looking for 
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something different during the hot sum- 
mer months, why not suggest a “Party 
With Punch?” 

The general board staff has prepared a 
little booklet listing dozens of “exotic” 
punch recipes, including some unusual 
party ideas. Copies might be put into the 
hands of group leaders throughout the 
church. 

Parties With Punch is the title. Cost 
is 5€C¢ each from the general board offices 
or the Methodist Publishing House. 


Alcohol Education Digest 


A new interdenominational quarterly, 
featuring easy-to-read, authoritative arti- 
cles on the alcohol problem, is a handy 
tool for church-school teachers and other 
local church leaders. 

Alcohol Education Digest is published 
by the National Materials Planning Com- 
mittee on the National Temperance 
League. The magazine is edited by an in- 
terdenominational editorial board. 

Recent guest editors have included 
Roger Burgess of the Methodist General 
Board of Temperance, C. Aubrey Hearn, 
Southern Baptist Sunday School Board; 
Dr. Earl F. Zielger, Board of Christian 
Education of the Presbyterian Church 
and Clayton Wallace of the National 
Temperance League. 

A regular Digest feature outlines prac- 
tical suggestions for using the articles and 
stories with church, school and commu- 
nity groups. 

A two-year subscription is $2. Single 
copies are 35¢ each. Order from: Edi- 
torial and Circulation Office, 100 Mary- 
land Ave. NE, Washington 2, D.C. 


Board of Temperance, 100 Maryland 
Ave. NE, Washington 2, D. C. 


Television, Radio and Films 


Summer is a good time for the commit- 
tee to do the following: 


e Plan for a well-rounded use of audio- 
visuals during the coming year in all 
departments and groups, and in the con- 
gregation. 

e Get your free copy of Projector, catalog 
of film rentals and filmstrip and equip- 
ment sales, from the Methodist Publish- 
ing House branch serving your territory. 
e Get free subscriptions to Forecast, 
quarterly preview of curriculum materials 
and audio-visuals co-ordinated with les- 
sons} for your audio-visual committee, 
church-school officers and department 
heads, from the Editorial Division, Board 
of Education, 810 Broadway, Nashville 2, 
Tenn. 

e Complete the organization of your 
audio-visual committee, if you have not 
already, with representatives of the com- 
missions, departments of the church 
school, WSCS, MYF, Methodist Men, 


JULY-AUGUST 1957 





etc. Send the name of the chairman to 
the general Television, Radio and Film 
Commission. (This may be combined 
with the TV-radio committee, depending 
upon the situation.) 

e Check your audio-visual equipment, 
have it serviced and purchase needed new 
items. This is the recommended sequence 
of purchase: combination 500-watt film- 
strip and slide projector, screen, three- or 
four-speed record player, which can serve 
also as amplifier for public address system 
Cwith high wattage output); 16mm sound 
motion-picture projector, microphone, 
tape recorder, filing equipment for pur- 
chased filmstrips, scripts and records; ad- 
ditional combination filmstrip and slide 
projector (300- or 500-watt), and opaque 
projector. 

e Provide sufficient budget for equip- 
ment, purchase of filmstrips, rental of 
films, and scholarships for selected leaders 
to attend audio-visual workshops. 

e Complete the organization of a TV- 
radio committee and send the name of 
the chairman to the general Television, 
Radio and Film Commission. 

e Plan full proportionate support of the 
World Service Special Methodist Tele- 
vision Ministry Fund, through budget or 
regular special offerings. 

e Discover what religious programs are 
on local stations. (Check with the local 
council of churches or the ministerial as- 
sociation. ) 

e Plan to have The Way TV series used 
locally if it has not been used, or have it 
re-run. Also use The Pastor, and other 
TV and radio programs distributed by the 
National Council of Churches. 

e Discover the nearest TV-radio work- 
shop for training of pastor and selected 
leaders. 


Television, Radio and Film Commission 
of The Methodist Church, 1525 McGavock 
St., Nashville 3, Tenn. 


Good Literature Committee 


Interest is growing in the Church Li- 
brary Manual which is now available. It 
consists of complete instructions for set- 
ting up and operating a church library, 
listing 1,000 books recommended for 
purchase. 

Each book is indexed by author, title, 
and subject and is classified according to 
the Dewey Decimal System. Classification 
and cataloging explanations, instructions 
for getting books ready for distribution, 
and promotional ideas are included. 

All books on Methodism published in 
the United States and by Epworth Press 
in England, imported by Abingdon Press, 
will be listed in a catalog slated for dis- 
tribution in early August. 

A new church supply catalog will be 
in branches of the Methodist Publishing 





House by Aug. 15. Special emphasis will 
be given to Bible listings. 


New Abingdon Books 
Six children’s books, four of them with 


a religious background, are scheduled for 
publication by Abingdon Press Aug. 12. 
They are as follows: 

Jesus, Friend and Helper, by Elizabeth 
C. Allstrom and illustrated by Iris Beatty 
Johnson, includes seven stories about 
Jesus as a man. For children five to eight 
years of age. $1.50. 

Bill Shaw, Fruit Tramp, by Steve 
Benedict, is designed for children eight 
years of age and up. The story concerns 
the Shaw family, which travels around 
the country harvesting crops. Illustrated 
by Mary Stevens. $2.50. 

Andy and Mr. Wagner, by Gina Bell, 
is the story of a boy who wants a dog. 
Illustrated by George Wilde. $1.25. 

Roger Williams, Defender of Freedom, 
is a Makers of America Book, written by 
Cecile Pepin Edwards and illustrated by 
Harve Stein. This és the story of how 
Roger Williams carried out his vow to 
fight for freedom as long as he lived. 
Designed for eight-year-olds and up. 
$1.50. 

Mara Journeys Home, by Elizabeth P. 
Witheridge, is the story of Mara and her 
family on their way to Jerusalem after 
their exile in Babylon. For children 
seven to twelve years of age. Illustrated 
by Lucille Walloer. $2. 

Toppy and the Circuit Rider, by 
Barnett Spratt, tells the story of a boy 
and a circuit rider, searching for the boy's 
only living relative, Uncle Hank, in the 
1790s. Designed for children eight to 
twelve. Illustrated by Leonard Vosburgh. 
$1.75. 


Visual Aids 
The Methodist Publishing House film 


rental operation is the largest religious 
film distribution system in the world. It 
is built around films produced by and for 
the boards and agencies of the church. 
Production is correlated with the individ- 
ual board programs. 


The Methodist Publishing House, 810 
Broadway, Nashville 2, Tenn. (Place orders 
with the branch serving your territory.) 
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MCOR Alloeates Half Million Dollars 


of Hungarian Relief Fund 


Almost exactly one-half of the million 
dollars given by Methodists early this 
year in response to a special appeal has 
been allocated for the relief of victims of 
oppression in Hungary and other coun- 
tries. 

In a statement to THe Metnopist 
Story the general secretary of the Meth- 
odist Committee for Overseas Relief, the 
Rev. Gaither P. Warfield, reported that 
allocations as of early summer total 
$492,500. Receipts at the MCOR office 
in New York stand at $1,009,734. Thus 
slightly over 49 per cent has been allo- 
cated. 

The first and major allocations, total- 
ling $133,000, went to the Methodist 
Church in Austria, where the refugee 
relief program, conducted under the 
direct supervision of Methodist Bishop 
Ferdinand Sigg, has attracted world- 
wide attention. 

Dr. Warfield stated that many thou- 
sands of dollars already had been put to 
use in the Hungarian situation before 
funds from the special offering came in, 
MCOR having underwritten this work 
temporarily with other funds. In addi- 
tion to the $133,000 allocated through 
the Austrian church, MCOR spent in 


interdenominational co-operation $73,000 
through Church World Service and 
$63,500 through the Department of 
Inter-church Aid and Refugee Relief of 
the World Council of Churches. 

MCOR spent $17,000 for the relief 
of oppression victims, especially those 
who came through the refugee center at 
Camp Kilmer, New Jersey, and allocated 
$6,000 for activities of other agencies. 
Allocations totalling $200,000 are being 
made to finance the program during the 
current quarter. 

Commenting on the Hungarian phase 
of the refugee relief program, Dr. War- 
field pointed out that Methodist money 
went to pay for food and clothing that 
was rushed into Hungary during the 
brief days when freedom existed. 

More funds were used to assist the 
refugees when they crossed the border 
and were cared for temporarily in camps. 
Other money went to underwrite the 
program of The Methodist Church in 
Austria. Pews were replaced by double 
decker beds, and Sunday-school class- 
rooms were turned into food kitchens. 
“This activity played, and will continue 
to play, an important role in our pro- 


gram,” Dr. Warfield said. 


‘ Benevolence Report 








Resettlement of the Hungarian refu- 
gees was a major task and considerable 
funds were used to aid the unprece- 
dented emigration program in Austria. 
MCOR has taken a fair share of the cost 
of this activity, which is directed by the 
Division of Inter-church Aid of the 
World Council of Churches. Church 
World Service co-ordinated the program 
for the Protestant agencies in the United 
States and so far has helped 6,000 per- 
sons, nearly 20 per cent of the total. 
MCOR was directly responsible for plac- 
ing 331 of these. 

In the immediate months ahead, 
MCOR has a heavy continuing responsi- 
bility, the general secretary said. “Al- 
though public interest in this situation 
is rapidly diminishing, many thousands, 
such as those teen-agers who were too 
young to migrate, must be cared for in 
Austria. Some of the several hundred 
thousand dollars to be spent during the 
remainder of this calendar year will go 
for vocational training schools, summer 
camps, counseling, and welfare services. 
A share will be used to underwrite the 
new program in Yugoslavia, where 18,000 
refugees have fled. 

A substantial part of this offering has 
been set aside to meet expected emergen- 
cies in critical areas of the world. 

As of May 31 this relief fund stood at 
$1,076,440. 























M 1- 1- Percent 
Benevolence Funds 1956 1987 May 31 May, 31 increase 
10,000,000 be" Service. ae $1,867,514 $2,750,822 $9,877,537 $11,511,920 +16.55 
$12,200,000) ‘ 
World Service Specials | 7,789 37,931 95,085 110,847 +16.58 
8,000,000 General Advance 1,216,781 1,147,198 5,099,325 5,665,711 +1111 
Specials 
Week of Dedication 166,046 274,763 673,692 674,418 + 0.11 
6,000,000 Fellowship of Suffering 75,872. 86,620 755,390 706,019 — 654 
and Service 
Methodist TV Ministry 44,499 48,720 187,644 142,645 —23.98 
Administrative Funds 
Episcopal Fund 329,337 381,913 1,427,987 1,541,652 + 7.96 
2,000 000 Oe . peared ‘ 
General Administration 68,601 137,614 384,971 . 526,679 +36.81 
wae 
$ 1 i 
Wail Seesice "aeee tea Co- 7161 106,676 326,518 403,968 +23.72 ) P a 
total, 1956-57 “35 


Figures are from Thomas B. Lugg, treasurer, Council on World Service and Finance. The fiscal year for all these funds is June 1 to May 31. 
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o For Rally Day... 


ut the 
Weight 
on Planning 


by Allene Ford 
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Bethany Methodist Church is a 
young congregation serving southwest 
Houston, Tex. 

We've learned from what experience 
we've had that it seldom is effective to 
stress an observance purely because it 
is expected of us. Therefore much of 
the work of our educational leaders is 
in the general area of planning. 

Weeks in advance of last year’s 
Christian Education Week, members 
of the commission on education pro- 
jected several plans. 

The last Sunday of September was 
named Church School Rally Day, with 
many features in addition to mere stress 
upon attendance and offering. For ex- 
ample, this was the occasion for pro- 
motion of those pupils who moved 
from one class to another. 

Attendance was emphasized, of 
course. A “card addressing party” was 
planned by the assistant superintend- 
ent for membership cultivation. With 
the help of parents, teachers and sec- 
retaries, a Rally Day card was mailed 





re 


Jay Woodward 


to each family enrolled in the church 
school. Files were checked carefully so 
that no family received more than one 
card. 

As a result of these and other pub- 
licity devices, attendance reached a 
new high on Rally Day. 

In order to reduce confusion that 
sometimes prevails on promotion day, 
a detailed schedule was prepared. It 
was circulated in advance, so each 
teacher knew when to bid farewell to 
his present group and when to be pre 
pared to greet new class members. 
Copies were posted on each door to 
serve as reminders to those who left 
their notices at home. 

Rally Day was the most publicized 
event of Christian Education Week, 
but many other activities accompanied 
it. Home visits and contacts were both 
initiated and encouraged. Some 
teachers, eager to know their new 
pupils, made friendly visits in the 
homes. Others chose to have informal 
gatherings of parents in their own 
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homes to get acquainted with one an- 
other and with the ensuing units of 
study. (See picture, back cover and 
page 19.) 

An appreciation dinner, honoring all 
church-school workers, was prepared 
by a committee of parents. Out of grat- 
itude for the labors of love on the part 
of teachers and other workers, these 
parents served a sumptuous banquet 
to them! 

Our pastor, the Rev. William M. 
Harris, spoke at the banquet. In his 
address, he stressed the significance for 
the total life of the church of volun- 
teer service by all church-school 
workers. 

On Rally Day, his sermon was con- 
cerned with the challenge to heed 
Christ’s call “Go ye into all the world 
and teach.” It helped workers become 
aware of the widespread significance of 
their efforts, and it enlarged the con- 
cern of the congregation for the teach- 
ing ministry of the church. 

At the 8:30 a.m. worship hour on 
this memorable Sunday, there was a 
service of recognition and dedication. 
Name tags were prepared in advance 
for the entire church-school staff. They 
were attached prior to the service, and 
teachers were asked to wear them 
throughout the morning. 

A book display was arranged by the 
librarian. It included books that in- 


Jay Woodward 


Bethany church-school workers were honored at an “‘appreciation dinner’ given during 
Christian Education Week. Parents were hosts and hostesses. 


terpret the nature of the task of Chris- 
tian education and provide resources 
for spiritual growth. 

We in Bethany Church have no spe- 
cial brief for our particular pattern. 
But we are committed to the impor- 
tance of long-range, detailed planning. 
Without it, an observance such as 
Rally Day can become a meaningless 
formality. 

In many annual conferences the 
Rally Day offering is an important 
source of support for the district and 
conference program of Christian edu- 
cation. Significant as this is, to empha- 
size the offering rather than the edu- 


cational opportunities is to distort the 
meaning of the occasion. 

Those church schools that wish to 
use it may obtain a special Rally Day 
program issued by the General Board 
of Education. This year’s program, by 
Roy Damonte, is entitled, “The Time 
Is Now!” It is available from the Meth- 
odist Publishing House branch serving 
you. The leaflet is numbered 8358-BC 
and sells for 10¢ each, 75¢ a dozen or 


100 for $5. 


Miss Ford is director of Christian educa- 
tion at Bethany Methodist Church in 
Houston, Tex. 





Progress Report on Christian Higher Education 


A program is under way to strengthen Meth- 
odist educational institutions and to tie them 
closer to the church. Here’s what the Com- 


mission on Christian Higher Education is 


doing. 


highway of understanding and support between Method- 


ism’s local churches and its educational 
through rigorous evaluation, rededication, and enlightened 
and dependable support, each of the other. 


institutions— 


How is the Commission composed? 


The commission is composed of 137 members—ministers, 


laymen, and bishops of The Methodist Church. 


How was the 


launched? 


program of the 


Commissio1 











What did the 1956 General Conference authorize 
its Commission on Christian Higher Education to 


do? 


This question is answered fully in {| 2018 of the 1956 
Discipline. Briefly, the task is to establish a broad two-way 
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The commission first undertook to develop and interpret 
the principles underlying its work at a meeting in Phila- 
delphia, Jan. 10-12. This was done in a series of major 


addresses by leaders of The Methodist Church and officials 


of its educational institutions. A tentative Blueprint outlin- 
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ing the task was amended and approved there by the com- 
mission. 


To whom was the program first presented? 


The program was presented to the District Superintend- 
ents’ Conference of The Methodist Church in Chicago, 
Feb. 10-13. The presentation was made by distribution and 
study of the Blueprint, by addresses, by dramatic presenta- 
tions, and by use of the new motion picture, Campus Parish, 
given its premiére showing at the Chicago meeting. 


What is the present status of the annual confer- 
ence Commissions? 


Of the 93 conferences with which we are dealing, we 
are able to report that 56 commissions, representing 62 an- 
nual conferences, have been formed. Of the 31 remaining, 
about 20 are in process of organizing. Of the 62 annual con- 
ferences represented by active commissions, all except six 
will propose the immediate adoption of the General Con- 
ference goal of $1.30 per member. 

Staff members of the Commission on Christian Higher 
Education and of the Division of ,Educational Institutions 
have met with a number of annual conference commissions 
to assist them with organization, planning, and drawing up 
local blueprints for annual conference action. 


Which of the proposed materials have been pre- 
pared for distribution already? 


After its acceptance at Philadelphia, the Blueprint was 
reissued for the District Superintendents’ Conference in 
Chicago. It was later printed for annual conference use, 
and 10,000 copies were distributed. 

Copies of the film, Campus Parish, have been made avail- 
able through the Commission on Promotion and Cultiva- 
tion, and a Leader’s Guide has been prepared. The Guide 
is being mailed out to users with the film. More than 50,000 
descriptive leaflets published by the Commission on Promo- 
tion and Cultivation have also been distributed. 

Progress Reports, the monthly bulletin reporting progress 
of annual conferences in attaining the quadrennial goals 
in Christian higher education, has come into being. The 
April issue was mailed to General Conference and annual 
conference commission members, to the bishops and to 
Methodist educational institutions. 

A Workbook for annual conference commissions has been 
prepared to assist them in the organization, development, and 
evaluation of their work. All addresses given at the meeting 
of the National Association of Schools and Colleges of The 
Methodist Church in Philadelphia have been edited and 
printed as a unit entitled, Church-Related Educational In- 
stitutions Consider the Role of the Faculty. 

Invitations have been issued for the Trustees’ Conference 
at Lake Junaluska June 28-30. 

The commission addresses given at Philadelphia have 
been edited and have been processed for separate distribu- 
tion. (An address by the Rev. Leon M. Adkins has been 


printed and is now available.) 
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Bishop Costen J. Harrell has revised his previously pub- 
lished address proposing the higher education emphasis. 
The revised edition, In Behalf of Christian Education, is 
out. 

A list of speakers for annual and district conferences has 
been compiled. Information about them can be obtained 
from the commission. 

The Seminar on Evangelism was held in Nashville, Apr. 
22-24. Forty outstanding leaders in student Christian work 
assisted the staff of the Department of College and Uni- 
versity Religious Life in developing methods and techniques 
of evangelism relevant to college campuses. 

Three area studies have been completed to help determine 
the needs of the institutions in Iowa, Texas, and Western 
North Carolina. These included 12 colleges and universities. 
Three comprehensive college surveys have also been made— 
at Lycoming College, Baldwin-Wallace College and Dakota 
Wesleyan University. 

The Institute of Higher Education, meeting in Nashville 
in July, has set up its first day’s program on the subject of 
church support of higher education, as was suggested in the 
Blueprint. 


What further undertakings and printings are now 
in progress? 


The director of information and publications has worked 
with the American College Public Relations Association to 
set up district meetings of college administrators and public 
relations directors throughout America for the fall and win- 
ter of 1957. Discussions will center about the participation 
of colleges in the higher education emphasis. 

Seventy-five copies of the motion picture, Campus Parish, 
have been ordered by the division, 50 of these having been 
sold as of June 1. The Commission on Promotion and Cul- 
tivation has ordered 100 copies in addition. 

All Wesley Foundations are making their self-studies, 
and most of the colleges have completed theirs. A number 
have also held their rededication services ahead of schedule. 

The 100 Men to visit college campuses have been notified 
of their selection, and most of them have accepted the re- 
sponsibility. There will be an orientation meeting for them 
in Nashville in the early fall. 

Forty state or area conferences of the Methodist Student 
Movement have been held this year, with the quadrennial 
emphasis interpreted in each. A fall meeting of state direc- 
tors is being planned. 

The Quadrennial National Methodist Student Confer- 
ence has been scheduled for Lawrence, Kan., for Dec. 27, 
1957-Jan. 1, 1958. The theme has been selected and leaders 
secured. 


What has the commission done to promote the 
welfare of the Negro colleges? 


One of the first efforts of the commission was to stress 
the importance of the Race Relations Sunday offerings. 
The results have been very encouraging. The offering as 
of Apr. 15, 1956 was $169,673, while as of Apr. 15, 1957, 
it had reached $216,250, a net gain of $46,577. 
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50,000 New Members: 


A Task for ‘God’s Amateurs’ 
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Can Methodist Men win 50,000 other men for church membership on 
profession of faith during the next 12 months? 

Robert Mayfield, general secretary of the General Board of Lay Activities, 
has thrown out this challenge to the 10,500 local Methodist Men’s clubs. 

“They certainly can and should,” comes the enthusiastic reply from seven 


laymen polled regarding Dr. Mayfield’s challenge. 
Here’s how they think Methodist Men can do it: 


An Open Door 


Each Methodist Men club provides 
an “open door” to the church. By bring- 
ing unchurched men as our guests to 
meetings of the men’s club, we appeal 
to their social interest and then lead 
them to Christ and into church mem- 
bership. 

With each club carrying on an 
active membership program, we can 
easily achieve the 50,000 goal. 

A club meets with success when its 
membership committee prepares a pros- 
pect list of the unchurched men of the 
community and then assigns names to 
club members. The members person- 
ally invite and bring their assigned 
guests to the next meeting. 

This program is also successful when 
the prospect list contains the names of 
men whose wives are members of the 
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church or of fathers of church-school 
students. 

Every guest at a Methodist Men’s 
meeting is a prospective church mem- 
ber. By encouraging our clubs to par- 
ticipate in such a program, we can 
achieve the goal. 

Lyte H. Truax 
Lay Leader 


Pacific Northwest Conf. 


Can Spark Our Churches 


Methodist laymen have been adding 
new members to the church for years, 
though maybe not as formally organ- 
ized clubs of Methodist Men. 

In Harvey, Ill., for example, where 
I formerly was lay leader, some of the 
same persons in Methodist Men were 
also in a Fishermen’s Club. Some were 


members of the official board of First 





Church. During one month of visita- 
tion evangelism, they shared in an 
effort which added 110 members to the 
church rolls. Methodist Men have par- 
ticipated in like programs all across the 
country. 

Materials and training procedures to 
make such campaigns effective have 
been developed by the General Board 
of Evangelism. 

The tools are ready for use by any 
group of Methodist Men. 

If Methodist Men can give the push 
to start the whole church toward wider 
service to the people of the community, 
rather than going it alone, I think this 
would be better. The continuing effect 
of such efforts depends on good use of 
the resources of the total church. 

In all such campaigns, too, we would 
do well to remember that we don’t go 
it alone—the Holy Spirit must be at 
work. God relies on men for part of 
the work. We, in turn, are privileged 
to rely on God for his share when we 
do ours. Any man who cares can be 
used of God to give such an effort a 
start. 

R. L. Hunt 
Mount Vernon, N.Y. 


Visitation Pays Dividends 

The answer to such a challenge is 
closely related to individual witnessing. 
Here are some general comments, how- 
ever, suggesting what men can do to 
help implement the program. 

Since an every member canvass is 
one of the principal objectives of lay 
activities, this same approach can be 
assumed valid for evangelism. Visita- 
tion programs which are successfully 
carried out each year by local churches 
add greatly to church membership. 

Organized visitation campaigns, 
groups of singers who can travel a cir- 
cuit of churches for special meetings, 
lay speaking, personal testimonies and 
daily witnessing for Christ in the ordi- 
nary ways of life—all these will surely 
be incorporated into any successful 
evangelistic effort. 

In my local community, I would like 
to see the Methodist Men’s clubs spon- 
sor daily devotions in places of busi- 
ness. Breakfasts might be held where 
genuine Christian fellowship is felt 
and those in attendance get started 
right for the day. 

Visiting and establishing friendly re- 
lations on the basis of sincere personal 
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concern will help make non-church- 
going members of the community real- 
ize the importance of church member- 
ship. 

The specifics of organization and 
implementation might best be left to 
each local community. The General 
Board of Evangelism can reach these 
communities through a program sct 
forth to conference, district and local 
boards with the full support of the 
local units of the General Board of 
Lay Activities. 

R. J. Genrns 
District Lay Leader 


Sikeston, Mo. 


Invite Them! 

The best way to get new members 
into our church where they may learn 
more about the teaching of Jesus and 
its benefits to mankind is to invite 
them. 

Ministers in our church do a won- 
derful job of evangelizing and good 
results are seen. But they can’t do as 
much alone as they can with the help 
of laymen. A layman needs only to 
offer Christ to his hearers and some- 
thing will happen. At times the listener 
will scoff and reject the invitation. But 
he will be stimulated to think and that 
is one of the first steps. Very few men, 
if any, will resent an invitation. 

When the invitation comes from a 
lavman, it comes from one who is not 
a “professional” in church work. The 
hearer ponders over that. 

The layman who loves Christ and 
his Church shows it in his attitudes 
and his way of life. This impresses the 
hearer and accomplishes success where 
failure might result from other forms 
of invitation. 

Jesus sent 70 laymen out, two-by- 
two. Obviously that mission was suc- 
cessful. Similar missions can be suc- 
cessful today. 

Nites H. Barnarp 
Lay Leader 


Nebraska Conf. 


Basic Business 

Evangelism is basic business for the 
laymen. No community will be effec- 
tively and completely evangelized until 
our layman use the opportunities of- 
fered for evangelism in all aspects of 
daily living. 
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Someone has said, “Christianity is 
suffering from the lack of personal 
recommendation.” It is our task to 
recommend it everywhere, every day. 

A commission of the Church of Eng- 
land appointed to “survey the whole 
problem of evangelism” reported the 
following: 

“The laity have both wider and also 
more intimate contacts than the clergy 
with non-worshiping members of the 
community. They can demonstrate the 
practical working of Christianity in the 
home, at their work, and in all their 
social relationships. With the laity the 
opportunity of effective witness by life 
and by lip is constantly present. In 
many cases, too, the witness of the laity 
carries greater weight with those out- 
side the churches and is more readily 
accepted by them than that of the 
‘professional’ clergy whose obvious in- 
terest it is to get people to church.” 

Dean Walter R. Muelder of the Bos- 
ton University School of Theology, 
speaking to a recent meeting of the 
Methodist Council of Secretaries said: 

“If the world is to be saved it is the 
laity who will save it. . . . The laity, 
wherever they go into the world, take 
the church with them.” 

Evangelism is not a specialized ac- 
tivity—-the exclusive responsibility of 
the professional ministry. The burden 
of proclaiming the “glad, good news” 
to their brethren rests squarely upon 
“God’s amateurs’— the laity. 

D. Srewart Patrerson 
Former Lay Leader 
Baltimore Conf. 


Day-by-Day Witness 

One of the main ways this can be 
done is by inviting men to attend 
meetings of the loca! Methodist Men’s 
club. 

A friendly fellowship, good dinner, 
and a good program will usually lead 
to the man’s returning for another and 
another meeting. Before long he will 
unite with the church, especially if he 
has been put to work on some worth- 
while Methodist Men’s club project in 
the meantime. 

Another means of bringing in new 
members is to have a group of conse- 
crated laymen pledge to spend even as 
little as three or four nights a month 
in visiting in homes of prospects. 

In the long run, however, nothing 
will prove superior to the consistent 


day-by-day living of Christian princi- 
ples in the office or factory or store or 
farm. Add to that the occasional word 
of concern expressed for a fellow 
worker’s soul and an offer to come by 
on Sunday morning to take him to 
Sunday school and church. 

Lioyp M. BerrHo.r 

Lay Leader 

California-Nevada Conf. 


Knowledge Comes First 

Laymen can now be recruited, 
trained, dedicated and sent out to carry 
the Christian witness with a zest for 
the task greater than has been hereto- 
fore observed in our century. 

First, the Jayman should be made to 
realize through Scripture references 
that religion is a natural expression of 
life under God’s direction, that he has 
an obligation to share his God-related 
experiences with others in the com- 
munity where he lives, that the time 
is short, and that the world situation 
demands that he assume his obligation 
to bear witness now. 

Second, the layman must be armed 
with a sufficient knowledge of God's 
plan of salvation, as revealed in the 
Scriptures, to permit him to talk in- 
telligently with other people about 
man’s relationship with God. 

It is very well to give special train- 
ing on the techniques of visitation 
evangelism, but in addition, a layman 
must have enough knowledge of the 
ology to know how to talk to other lay- 
men about God in Christ. 

Third, the layman must be taught 
how to pray audibly so that he can 
speak more effectively about his own 
relationship with God. 

Finally, it becomes necessary to pro- 
vide prospects upon whom the layman 
may call. The most effective way to 
find prospects for visitation teams is to 
make a community religious survey. 
Records should be made, indexed and 
all calls carefully tabulated for further 
calling if advisable or necessary. 

Laymen can bring thousands of 
members into the church. They are 
ready! Will the church accept the chal- 
lenge to train and send them forth two- 
by-two, even as Christ sent out the 
original 70? 

Gienpon C. Hopson 
Lav Leader 
Southern Illinois Conf. 
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easy order blanks 


For literature to aid your 
church's work, fill in the 
coupons. Mail each coupon 
to‘the address indicated. 


EVANGELISTIC MATERIALS 


TIDINGS 

General Board of Evangelism 
1908 Grand Avenue 
Nashville 5, Tenn. 


' ' 
' ' 
' ' 
' ! 
' ' 
' ' 
' ' 
' ! 
' ' 
' ! 
' ' 
! ' 
| Please send me, as checked, a free copy } 
| of each of the descriptive folders con- } 
! cerning leaflets, books and other ma- ! 
' terials available on: ' 
' ~— P . — ' 
' C1) Visitation evangelism, religious | 
1 » 9 - i 
' census, and fishermen’s club ' 
! — . . ps 1 
} [] Assimilating new members 4 
: (J Spiritual Life evangelism : 
' () Evangelism, the church and the ' 
' Christian life (leaflets) 1 
: (1 Evangelism, the church and the | 
; Christian life (books, turnover | 
: charts and filmstrips) : 
' C) “Four Nights for God” program ' 
' () Charles Wesley Anniversary cele- 1 
; bration : 
! ' 
' ' 
' 

! 

! 

! 

' 

' 

' 

' 

' 

' 

! 


Name 


! 
: TEMPERANCE MATERIALS i 
‘ 
: «- 
+ TEM Press H 
: 100 Maryland Ave. NE : 
' Washington 2, D.C. : 
! i 
| Please send me: : 
' . : i 
! ____ Copies of Methodists Speak. Dis- | 
‘ cusses the church’s stand on 1 
' temperance and public morals. {| 
' 10¢ each; 100 for $8. (Send } 
- cash with order.) : 
' \ 
| Name - 
' ' 
| Address ; 
' 1 
' ' 
' ' 
' ' 


STEWARDSHIP MATERIALS 


GENERAL Boarp oF Lay ACTIVITIES 
740 Rush St. 
Chicago 11, Ill. 


Please send me the following materials: 


' ! 
' ! 
' ! 
' ' 
' ! 
' ! 
' ' 
' ! 
' ' 
' ' 
: 
; _ Duties of Director of Stewardship ! 
' (10¢ per copy) ' 
1 __ Stewardship Facts (25¢ per copy) 1 
| —— Outline for Month of Steward- } 
; ship (free) : 
| —— Christian Stewardship in the ! 
Local Church ($8.50 per 100) 1 
+ —— Human Interest Stories in Chris- | 
; tian Stewardship ($12 per 100) } 
: ($5 per ! 
' ! 
' ' 
' i 
' ' 
' ' 
' ' 
' ' 
! ' 
! ' 
! i 
! ' 


Christian Stewardship 


100) 


Name 


Address 


Communion Sunday Plans 


On World-wide Communion Sun- 
day, Oct. 6, all Methodist churches 
will be asked to receive an offering for 
the Fellowship of Suffering and Service. 

The custom of taking a special offer- 
ing during communion services has been 
followed in Methodist churches from the 
beginning. John Wesley, the founder of 
Methodism, was especially concerned 
about ministering to the poor. 

With the development of modern wel- 
fare agencies supported by private charita- 
ble foundations, Community Chest, and 
government welfare agencies, the need 
for the church to give to the poor has 
largely disappeared in most communities. 
With this in mind, the Methodist Gen- 
eral Conference has voted that the of- 
fering taken on World-wide Communion 
Sunday “be set aside for the Fellowship 
of Suffering and Service.” (This, of 
course, refers to the special communion 
offering.) 

The observance of the first Sunday in 
October as “World-wide Communion 
Sunday” was first promoted by the De- 
partment of Evangelism of the former 
Federal Council of Churches—a fore- 
runner of the National Council of 
Churches. So wide has been the accept- 
ance that a conscious sharing of fellow- 
ship by Christians in all lands has re- 
sulted. 

Methodist churches have joined in the 
observance of World-wide Communion 
Sunday from the beginning. The Board 
of Evangelism each year prepares guid- 
ance and inspirational materials which 
center in a campaign for increased church 
attendance. The Commission on Pro- 
motion and Cultivation produces ma- 
terials which center in growth of world- 
wide fellowship and support for the 
Fellowship of Suffering and Service. 
These materials will be released in time 
for distribution to pastors who order 
them. 

Co-operating in this promotion will be 
the Commission of Chaplains, Commis- 
sion on Camp Activities, and Methodist 
Committee for Overseas Relief, which 
receive support from the offering. 


Schedule Hymn Festival 


Lake Junaluska, N.C., will be the site 
of a Charles Wesley Hymn Festival 
July 30 and 31. The festival is part of 
the observance of the 250th anniversary 
of Wesley’s birth. 

The Rev. Harry L. Williams of the 
Board of Evangelism is general chairman 
for the festival. He said pastors, directors 
of music, church choirs, choir members, 
song leaders and all who love great 
Christian music are urged to attend and 
participate. 





Leaders will be Dr. Earl E. Harper of 
the State University of Iowa School of 
Fine Arts and the Commission on Wor- 
ship of The Methodist Church; Dr. 
Deane Edwards, president of the Hymn 
Society of America; the Rev. Philip S. 
Watters of Washington Square Meth- 
odist Church, New York City; and Mr. 
Williams. 

Further information may be obtained 
from Mr. Williams at 1908 Grand Ave., 
Nashville 5, Tenn. 


Wesley Materials Ready 


Methodism throughout the world is 
preparing to observe the 250th anniver- 
sary of the birth of Charles Wesley who 
has been called “the most remarkable 
hymn writer in the history of Christen- 
dom.” Wesley was born Dec. 18, 1707. 

The following materials are available 
from Tidings to help groups in planning 
observances. Order from Tidings, 1908 
Grand Ave., Nashville 5, Tenn. 

Service Booklet for the 250th Anni- 
versary. This booklet contains five differ- 
ent services based on Charles Wesley's 
hymns. The services have been prepared 
by the Hymn Society of America, James 
R. Houghton, professor of church music 
and worship, Boston University School 
of Theology; Glen Johnson, minister of 
music at First Church, Dallas, Tex.; 
Austin C. Lovelace, professor of church 
music, Garrett Biblical Institute and Miss 
Gladys Gray, director of music, First 
Baptist Church, Geneva, N. Y. 25¢ each, 
five or more copies, 20¢ each. 

My Great Redeemer’s Praise by Bishop 
Roy H. Short. This is a 32-page booklet 
on the Methodist witness in the Wesley 
hymns. It is suggested as a basis for 
midweek or Sunday evening services and 
for group study and discussion. 15¢ each, 
10 or more, 10¢ each. 

Charles Wesley—A Play, by Ernest 
K. Emurian. This requires few characters 
and practically no scenery. $1 each, five 
copies for $3. (Five copies are sufficient 
for the presentation.) 

Bishop W. Earl Ledden, chairman for 
the observance, says annual conferences, 
summer institutes, assemblies and large 
gatherings will commemorate the birth of 
Charles Wesley this summer. Local 
churches are expected to observe the 
anniversary throughout the fall, Septem- 
ber to December. 


Plan WSCS Workshops 


A series of workshops to prepare 
Methodist women for leadership in 
Woman’s Societies of Christian Service 
and Wesleyan Service Guilds has been 
scheduled for September and October. 

Regional workshops on promotion 
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are scheduled for 10 cities across the 
United States. They are being sponsored 
by the Section of Education and Cultiva- 
tion of the Woman’s Division of Chris- 
tian Service. 

The first workshop will train leaders 
for the nine succeeding ones. It will 
be conducted at Kansas City, Mo., Sept. 
9-12. Presidents, secretaries of promo- 
tion and other women selected from 
WSCS organizations in each jurisdic- 
tion will attend. 

At the other workshops, the confer- 
ence WSCS president, vice-president, 
secretary of promotion and secretary of 
the Wesleyan Service Guild will attend. 

In addition to these, 10 ministers will 
be invited to attend, including district 
superintendents, executive secretaries of 
conference Boards of Education and con- 
ference missionary secretaries. 

Workshops are scheduled as follows: 

Albany, N.Y., Minneapolis, Minn., 
and Burlingame, Calif., Oct. 1-3; Wash- 
ington, D.C., Cincinnati, Ohio, and 
Boise, Ida., Oct. 8-10; Atlanta, Ga., and 
Dallas, Tex., Oct. 15-17 and Little Rock, 
Ark., Oct. 22-24. 


Set Educators’ Institute 


Educators from Methcdist-related 
schools and colleges will hear the Rev. 
George A. Buttrick deliver a series of 
three addresses on “Faith and Education” 
when they convene July 29-31 for the 
13th Institute of Higher Education. 

Dr. Buttrick is preacher at Harvard 
University. 

Held annually in Nashville, Tenn., 
the institute is sponsored by the Meth- 
odist Board of Education and Scarritt 
College in co-operation with other church 
and professional groups. 

Included in the program this year 
will be a special workshop on “Church 
Support of Higher Education” in con- 
nection with the higher education em- 


phasis of The Methodist Church. 


Appoint Assistant Editor 


Miss Laura Hess of Miami, Fla., has 
been appointed assistant editor in the de- 
partment of youth publications of the 
Editorial Division, General Board of Edu- 
cation in Nashville, Tenn. 

She assumed her new position June 1, 
succeeding Miss Lucile Desjardins who 
retired after 11 years of service. 

Prior to this appointment, Miss Hess 
had been director of Christian education 
at Riverside Church in Miami. She has 
held similar positions at East End Church, 
Nashville, and White Temple, Miami. 

Miss Hess has also served as director of 
youth work for Central Pennsylvania 
Conference. 
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Use Radio and Television 
To Tell Methodist Story 


“Say, that fellow on television is from 
my church! He’s supposed to be attend- 
ing the National Conference of Methodist 
Men. What's he doing on TV?” 

“That fellow” is attending the National 
Conference of Methodist Men. He is in- 
terpreting to a national audience a phase 
of the message of The Methodist Church. 

That layman from your church isn’t on 
television by accident. Behind his appear- 
ance is part of the year-around activity 
of the staff of the Television, Radio and 
Film Commission: radio and television 
coverage of national Methodist meetings. 

Leading off the summer TV coverage 
by TRAFCO will be coverage of the 
Methodist Men’s Conference at Purdue 
University, July 19-21. Next on the 
schedule is the Institute on Higher Edu- 
cation in Nashville, Tenn., July 28-31. 
This overlaps the Youth School of Al- 
cohol Studies conducted by the General 
Board of Temperance, July 29 to Aug. 
4 at Adrian (Mich.) College. 

Material for approximately 75 radio 
and TV programs, plus news spots, will 
be released during the three conferences. 

A commission staff member, the Rev. 
William A. Meadows, will act as inter- 
preter, writer, casting director and general 
arranger between stations and conference 
personnel during these summer meetings. 

On the national broadcasting level, 
there will be placements on regular net- 
work religious programs, such as Colum- 
bia Broadcasting System’s Church of the 
Air. Other network commercial programs 
also welcome special guest appearances 
by conference delegates and visitors. 

Most national placements are made in 
co-operation with the special events de- 
partment of the Broadcasting and Film 
Commission of the National Council of 
Churches. 

When some conference occurrence is 
of national interest, the commission re- 
leases news copy and film to networks 
and film services. In news coverage by 
radio and television, TRAFCO works in 
co-operation with Methodist Information 
and conference or area directors of public 
relations. 

The home town or regional angle is 
not neglected. Special news filmclips with 
material on delegates or visitors often are 
sent to local TV stations. 

Stations in or near the site of the con- 
ference also co-operate with special events 
programs or placements on regular shows. 

Thousands of dollars in commercial 
time are contributed by stations annually 
during coverage of national meetings of 
The Methodist Church, TRAFCO esti- 


mates. 








CHURCH BUILDING MATERIALS 


DEPARTMENT OF ARCHITECTURE 
Board of Missions 

1701 Arch Si., 

Philadelphia 3, Pa. 


Gentlemen: please send me the follow- 
ing as checked: 


——— copies, The Building and Care of 
Methodist Church Property, by 
Bonneau P. Murphy, $1.25 
each : 

—. copies, Let’s Build, by John R. 
Wilkins, $1.00 each 

—_. copies, A Guide to Church Plan- 
ning, I (Small church, 80-100 
seats) 

—__ copies, A Guide to Church Plan- 
ning, II (Small church, 110-220 
seats) 

—— copies, A Guide to Church Plan- 
ning, III (Suburban church, 
220-400 seats) 

(single copies of Guides free; additional 

copies, 35¢ each) 


Briefs for Church Builders 
—__—. copies, No. 1—Church Parking 
copies, No. 2—Building on One 
Level—or More 
—_. copies, No. 3—The First Unit 
— copies, No. 6—Making a Church 
Homelike ; 





(single copies of Briefs free; additional 
copies, 15¢ each) 


Check enclosed for $ 








WORLD PEACE MATERIALS 


Boarp or Worip PEAcE 
740 Rush St. 
Chicago 11, Ill. 


Please send me the following items: 
—__— Waging Peace, by Stanley, 
$1.50 


Seeds of Progress, + >ries 

of technical assistance, 30¢ $ 

Issues before the 11th As- 
sembly of the UN, 25¢ eons 

____ Is Disarmament Possible? 


25¢ ee 
The Christian and Military 
Service, 10¢ ose 
Register Christian Opinion, 
list of congressmen, 10¢ Rickie 
Stop, Look, Listen, list of 
authoritative peace publica- 
tions, radio commentators, etc., 
10¢ Paco 
Your Opinion Counts, an 
explanation by the U.S. De- 
partment of State of the im- 
portance of letters, 10¢ 
American Churchmen Visit 
the USSR, official report of the 
National Council delegation, 


50¢ = 


Name 
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Six MCOR Filmstrips 
Explain Relief Program 


Six filmstrips on overseas relief and 
reconstruction are available for church 
showings from the Methodist Committee 
for Overseas Relief. 

The filmstrips with 33 1/3 rpm micro- 
groove records are as follows: 

Travelin’ Man. Sammy, the church’s 
messenger boy, travels to many countries, 
showing how the Christian church ex- 
tends a helping hand to the homeless, dis- 
tressed and the disaster-stricken. A color 
cartoon strip for children. 75 frames, 15 
minutes. $3.50. 

Close-Up. This black and white film- 
strip portrays the desperate needs of Eu- 
rope and Asia. It illustrates the services 
which the churches are carrying on in 
relief, reconstruction and rehabilitation. 
For young people and adults. 83 frames, 
15 minutes. $3. 

The Year That Flowered. Problems of 
Chinese refugees in Hong Kong and how 
the Methodist relief program helps solve 
them are shown in this filmstrip. For 
young people and adults. 82 frames in 
black and white. 18 minutes. $3. 

A Matter of Fact. In this strip the 
Fact family presents details about the 
Share Our Surplus program, showing 
why there are surplus foods, how they 
are used in the churches’ programs over- 
seas, and how they are distributed to the 
hungry. For young people and adults. 79 
frames in color. 16 minutes. $3. 

On the Move. Also in black and white, 
this filmstrip shows the need for cloth- 
ing, bedding and food, and how these 
supplies are processed and speeded on 
their way overseas. For young people and 
adults. 82 frames. 15 minutes. $3. 

The Waiting Ones. This filmstrip il- 
lustrates how funds given by church peo- 
ple support relief and rehabilitation serv- 
ices for refugees who are unable to im- 
migrate. For adults. 82 frames in black 
and white, 15 minutes. $3. 

Order from: Methodist Committee for 
Overseas Relief, 150 Fifth Ave., New 
York 11, N.Y. 


Laymen’s Day Is Oct. 20 


Intensive observance of Laymen’s Day 
throughout the church, with a layman 
speaking in every pulpit on Sunday, 
Oct. 20, is the objective in 1957 of the 
General Board of Lay Activities, which 
sponsors the day. 

Laymen’s Day is observed not only in 
The Methodist Church, but in all the 
30-odd member churches of the National 
Council through the general department 
of United Church Men. Co-operation in 
the joint observance of important annual 
church dates such as this will be the 
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forerunner of common action on a deeper 
level later on, in the opinion of the staff 
of the Board of Lay Activities. 

“My Father’s Business” (Luke 2:49 
King James version) is the Laymen’s 
Day theme in all the churches this year. 
Material for Methodist speakers is from 
the pen of Dr. Clarence M. Dannelly, 
former lay leader of the Alabama Con- 
ference (now Alabama-West Florida 
Conference), who is superintendent of 
city and county schools in Montgomery. 
This material, in pamphlet form, will be 
mailed to all pastors and lay leaders on 
or about Sept. 1. 

Observance of Laymen’s Day is a re- 
sponsibility of the lay leader working in 
consultation with the pastor. 





Loan Library 





The following new books have been 
added to the library of the Board of Mis- 
sions of The Methodist Church. To bor- 
row any of these—or other volumes— 
write the Librarian, Board of Missions, 


150 Fifth Ave., New York 11, N.Y. 


Armstrong, William H., Troubled Waters 

Carpenter, Frances, Tales of a Korean 
Grandmother 

Coburn, John B., Prayer and Personal Re- 
ligion 

Ferré, Nels F. S., Christian Faith and 
Higher Education 

Ferré, Nels F. S., Pillars of Faith 

Gaster, Theodor H., editor, The Dead Sea 
Scriptures 

Hocking, William E., The Coming World 
Civilization 

Hutchinson, Paul, The New Ordeal of 
Christianity 

Kean, Charles D., Christ in Our Hearts 

Keller, Werner, The Bible as History 

LeFevre, Perry D., editor, The Prayers of 
Kierkegaard 

Methodist Fact Book, 1957 

Millikan, Max F. and Rostow, W. W., A 
Proposal: Key to an Effective Foreign 
Policy 

Nkrumah, Kwame, Ghana: The 
biography of Kwame Nkrumah 

Phillips, J. B., The Book of Revelation 

Pierhal, Jean, Albert Schweitzer: The Story 
of a Life 

Rische, Henry, American Youth in Trouble 

Sampson, Anthony, Drum: The Newspaper 
that Won the Heart of Africa 

Smart, W. J., Walking with God 

Smith, Homer W., Man and His Gods 

Soper, Edmund D., The Inevitable Choice: 
Vedanta Philosophy or Christian Gospel 

Tillich, Paul, Dynamics of Faith (vol. X, 
World Perspectives) 

Toynbee, Arnold J., A Study of History 
(vols. VII-X abridged) 

Wright, G. E. and Filson, F. V., editors, 
Westminster Historical Atlas to the Bible 


Auto- 














IN THE 
METHODIST 
TRADITION 


“Take care that every 

society be duly sup- 

plied with books.” 
John Wesley 
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1826—THE CHRISTIAN AD- 
VOCATE is established to be 
“an entertaining, instructive, and 
profitable family visitor.” With- 
in five years this journal has the 
largest circulation on earth, 


1941—F ollowing unification, 
seven papers are combined into 
THE CHRISTIAN ADVO- 
CATE, serving as the official 
voice of The Methodist Church. 


1952—The Methodist General 
Conference, following an Epis- 
copal Address calling for a bold 
new venture in religious jour- 
nalism, gives the Board of Pub- 
lication “power to act” on 
magazine plans. 


1956—Two new publications, TO- 
GETHER and THE NEW 
CHRISTIAN ADVOCATE, are 
ordered by the General Confer- 
ence as successors to the 
CHRISTIAN ADVOCATE. 


e INFORMATION 
INSPIRATION © 
e DEDICATION 


TOGETHER is published in the 
spirit of evangelism dedicated to un- 
dergirding the entire local church 
program. The 1956 General Confer- 
ence recommended TOGETHER be 
placed in the budget of the local 
church program. Already 5,000 
churches are utilizing the ALL 
FAMILY SUBSCRIPTION PLAN. 


For assistance in presenting this plan 
to your official church board, check 
the coupon below and mail it today. 
TOGETHER is an official organ of The 
Methadist Church, issued monthly by 
The Methodist Publishing House (Board 
of Publication of The Methodist Church). 


Together 740 North Rush Street 
Chicago 11, Illinois 
Please send me the following FREE 


materials today for use in presenting 
TOGETHER and the ALL FAMILY 
PLAN to my official board and con- 


gregation! 


Sample magazines for my of- 
ficial board 

—___. “Presenting Together” folders 
for my official board 

Samples of other available 
FREE promotional materials 
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Date 


Symbol @ 
indicates 
authoriza- 
tion by 
General 
Conference 


1957 


Sept. 1 


* September 
(any 
Sunday) 


* Sept. 22 


Sept. 29- 
Oct. 6 


* Oct. 6 


JULY-AUGUST 





CHURCH PROGRAM INFORMATION, 1957-58 


This table has been compiled as a planning aid for church officials and pastors. 
In particular, it is hoped that it may be useful in the planning 
session of the official board (Discipline, {| 216). 
Observances that have been set officially for Methodists by General 
Conference are marked,. In addition, we list other events recommended by church 
agencies in connection with the program responsibilities 
assigned to them. 


The pastor, the official board, commissions, committees 
and other local church units may find here ideas that they can adapt 
to the needs of their church and community. 


Observance 


Local church units 
concerned with 
planning 


General Agencies 
Providing Resources 


~—THE EDITOR 


Purpose of the 
Observance 


Purpose of Offer- 
ing (if one is des- 
ignated by Cen’! 
Conference) 


Discipline 
Reference 





Labor Sunday 


Commission on 
Christian Social Re- 
lations ; Committee 
on Social and 
Economic Relations 


Board of Social and 

Economic Relations; 
National Council of 
Churches 


To express the con- 
cern of the church 
for all workers 
(especially organized 
labor) and to stimu- 
late interest in their 
problems 





Church 
School 
Rally Day 


Commission on Edu- 
cation; Church School 
officers 


Board of Education 


To emphasize the im- 
portance of Chris- 
tian education 


To support work of 
Conference Boards of 
Education 


250;2 





World Service 
Sunday 


Commission on Mis- 
sions; Commission on 
Education 


Commission on Promo- 
tion and Cultivation 


To educate church and 
church-school members 
about the work done 
through World Service 
and to provide an 
opportunity for giving 


For World Service 
and annual conference 
benevolences 


"250;1 





Christian 
Education 
Week 


Commission on Edu- 
cation 


Board of Education; 
National Council of 
Churches 


To create interest in 
Christian education 





World-wide 
Communion 
Sunday 


1957 


Commission on Wor- 
ship; pastor 


Commission on Promo- 
tion and Cultivation; 
Board of Evangelism 


To strengthen fellow- 
ship of Christians in 
all parts of the world 


Fellowship of suffering 
and Service (half to 
Methodist Committee 
for Overseas Relief; 
one-fourth to Com- 
mission on Chaplains; 
one-fourth to Com- 
mission on Camp 
Activities) 


"763 
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Date 


Symbol ¢ 
indicates 
authoriza- 
tion by 
General 
Conference 























* Oct. 20 


Oct. 20-26 


Oct. 25-31 


* Oct. 27 


Oct. 31 


* Nov. 10 


* Nov. 24 


Nov. 28- 
Dec. 25 


@ Dec. 1 


Observance 


Local church units 
concerned with 
planning 





General Agencies 
Providing Resources 











Purpose of Offer- 
ing (if one is des- 
ignated by Gen’! 
Conference) 


Purpose of the 
Observance 


Discipline » 
Reference 








Laymen’s Lay leader; Metho- Board of Lay Activi- To acknowledge the 71493 
Day dist Men ties; United Church significance of the 
Men role of laymen in 
the life of the 
church 
United Commission on Board of World To increase under- 
Nations Week Christian Social Re- Peace standing of the 


lations; Committee 
on World Peace 


United Nations 





Week of 
Prayer and 
Self-Denial 


Woman’s Society of 
Christian Service 


Woman's Division of 
Christian Service 


To foster spiritual 
growth of Methodist 
women through 
prayer and medita- 
tion and to provide 
prayer and support 
for mission projects 





World Service 
Sunday 


See Sept. 22 entry 





Reformation 
Day 


Commission on 
Membership and 
Evangelism 


Board of Evan- 
gelism 


To witness to the 
fundamental princi- 
ples of the Protestant 
faith 














World Order Commission on Board of World Peace To stimulate Metho- §296;2 
Sunday Christian Social dists to think of 

Relations; Committee problems of world 

on World Peace order in Christian 

terms 

World Service See Sept. 22 entry 
Sunday 
Thanksgiving- Interested groups American Bible To encourage daily 
to-Christmas Society ; Board of Bible reading 
Bible-reading Evangelism 
program 
Commitment Commission on Chris- Board of Temperance To enlist Methodists 11528 & 
Day tian Social Rela- to commit themselves 278;3 


tions; Committee on 
Temperance 






to personal abstinence 
from alcohol 
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» * Date 
Symbol @ 
indicates 
authoriza- 
tion by 
General 
Conference 


Dec. 1-25 


* Dec. 8 


* Dec. 22 


* Dec. 29 


1958 


January 
to Easter 


Jan. 5-12 


jan. 19-25 


* Jan. 26 



































Observance Local church units General Agencies Purpose of the Purpose of Offer- Discipline 
concerned with Providing Resources Observance ing (if one is des- Reference 
planning ignated by Gen’! 

Conference) 

Christmas for Commission on Board of Temper- To prompt a Chris- 

Christ em- Christian Social Re- ance; Board of tian observance of 

phasis lations; Committee Evangelism Christmas 
on Temperance 

Universal Interested groups American Bible To call attention to §296;2 

Bible Sunday Society the place of the Bible 

in the Christian faith 
and give information 
on the work of the 
American Bible Society 

World Service See Sept. 22 entry 

Sunday 

Student Commission on Educa- Board of Education To recognize young §296;2 

Recognition tion people of the church 

Day 

Church Commission on Board of Evangelism Evangelism through 

Attendance Membership and fostering church at- 

Evangelism Evangelism tendance 

Universal Interested groups National Council of To emphasize prayer 

Week of Churches through interde- 

Prayer nominational 

meetings 

Church and Commission on Board of Social and To stress need to 

Economic Life Christian Social Re- Economic Relations; build Christian prin- 

Week lations; Committee National Council of ciples into economic 
on Social and Eco- Churches relations and deci- 
nomic Relations sions 

World Service See Sept. 22 entry 

Sunday 

Raco Relations Commission on Educa- Board of Education; To create better un- For Negro schools ©250;3 

Sunday tion; Commission on Board of Social and derstanding among 
Christian Social Re- Economic Relations races and inform 
lations; Committee on Methodists about the 
Social and Economic church's schools serv- 

Relations ing Negroes 
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Date 


Symbol @ 
indicates 
authoriza- 
tion by 
General 
Conference 


Feb. 16-23 


Feb. 17 


Feb. 23 


Mar. 2-9 


Mar. 23 


Apr. 20 


Apr. 27 


May 4 


May 4-11 


May 11 
































Observance Local church units General Agencies Purpose of the Purpose of Offer- Discipline 
concerned with Providing Resources Observance ing (if one is des- Reference 
planning ignated by Gen’! 

Conference) 
Week of Commission on Wor- Commission on Promo- To lead Methodists For Crusade Scholar- 1760;1 
Dedication ship; Commission on tion and Cultivation to a personal rededi- ships and for emer- 
Missions; Woman’s cation of their lives gency projects in 
Society of Christian overseas relief, world 
Service; lay leader missions and national 
missions 
World Day of Woman's Society of | United Church To link Christian 
Prayer Christian Service Women women of the world 
in a bond of prayer 
World Service See Sept. 22 entry 
Sunday 
Week of Commission on Board of Evangelism For laymen to visit 
Evangelism Evangelism unchurched people 
with the message of 
Christ 
World Service See Sept. 22 entry 
Sunday 
National Commission on Edu- Board of Education To interpret Chris- 
Christian Col- cation tian colleges to the 
lege Day church and the gen- 
eral public 
World Service See Sept. 22 entry 
Sunday , 
Children’s Commission on Educa- Board of Education To emphasize respon- 1250;6 
Day tion sibility of the church 
for our children 
National Commission on Educa- Board of Education; To focus attention on 1250;5 
Family Week tion Board of Evangelism the Christian home 
and encourage reli- 
gious practices within 
the family 
Rural Life Commission on Mis- Department of Town To pay tribute to the 1296;3 
Sunday sions; Commission on and Country Work, rural church and 


Christian Social 
Relations 


Board of Missions; 

National Council of 
Churches; Board of 
Social and Economic 
Relations 


strengthen its work; 
to study problems of 
rural life from a 
Christian viewpoint 
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é Date 
Symbol 
indicates 
authoriza- 
tion by 
General 
Conference 


May 18 
May 25 


* May 25 


* June 8 


* June 22 
* July 27 


* Aug. 24 


JULY-AUGUST 



































Observance Local church units General Agencies Purpose of the Purpose of Offer- Discipline 
concerned with Providing Resources Observance ing (if one is des- Reference 
planning ignated by Gen’! 

Conference) 

Aldersgate Commission on Board of Evangelism To recall Wesley’s 

Sunday Evangelism heart-warming expe- 

rience and lead men 
to a comparable 
experience 
Pentecost Commission on Board of Evangelism; To commemorate the 
Evangelism World Council of descent of the Holy 
Churches Spirit at Pentecost 
and evangelize men 
and women 

World Service See Sept. 22 entry 

Sunday 

Methodist Commission on Educa- Board of Education To emphasize Chris- For student loans 1251;4 

Student Day tion tian higher education and Methodist scholar- 

ships 

World Service See Sept. 22 entry 

Sunday 

World Service See Sept. 22 entry 

Sunday 

World Service See Sept. 22 entry 

Sunday 

UNDATED OBSERVANCES 

Hospitals and Committee on Hospi- Board of Hospitals To stimulate interest For hospitals and {1559-1 

Homes Week, als and Homes; in- and Homes in Methodist hospitals homes work, as di- 

beginning with terested groups and homes and their rected by the annual 

Golden Cross services conference 

Sunday 

Retired Minis- Interested groups Board of Pensions To honor retired min- 11610;6 

ter’s Day isters and their wives 

and widows and rec- 
ognize the church’s 
obligation for their 
support 
Thankoffering | Woman's Society of | Woman's Division of To express gratitude 
Sunday Christian Service Christian Service to God through gifts 
for missions 
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Local church units 
concerned with 
planning 


Date Observance 


Symbol @ 
indicates 
authoriza- 
tion by 
General 
Conference 


General Agencies 
Providing Resources 


Purpose of the 
Observance 


Purpose of Offer- 
ing (if one is des- 
ignated by Cen’! 
Conference) 


; nae a 


Reference 





CHURCHWIDE FINANCIAL INTERESTS NOT RELATED TO SPECIAL DAYS 


Advance 


Specials sions 


Commission on Mis- 


Commission on Promo- 
tion and Cultivation; 
Board of Missions; 
Methodist Committee 
for Overseas Relief 


To permit churches 
to support personally 
specific missionaries 
or missions and relief 
projects 


Financing is arranged 
by each church 





Methodist 
Television 
Ministry TV Committee; in- 
terested groups 


Commission on Stew- 
ardship and Finance; 


Commission on Promo- 
tion and Cultivation; 
Television, Radio and 
Film Commission 


To strengthen the wit- 
ness of the church 

to the general public 
through television 


Financing of its con- 
tribution is arranged 
by each church or at 
direction of the an- 
nual conference 





Emphasis on 
Christian 
Higher Educa- 
tion 


tion 


Commission on Educa- 


General Conference 
Commission on Chris- 
tian Higher Education 


To strengthen rela- 
tionships between the 
church and its colleges 
and stimulate more 
adequate support for 
colleges and Wesley 
Foundations 


Official goals are $1 
per year per member 
for church-related 
colleges and 30¢ per 
year per member for 
Wesley Foundations 


12018;3¢ 





ADDRESSES OF AGENCIES SUPPLYING PROGRAM RESOURCES 


as mentioned in chart 


Board of Missions, Joint Section on Promotion and Cultivation 


150 Fifth Ave., New York 11, N.Y. 


Board of Education 
PO Box 871, Nashville 2, Tenn. 


Commission on Christian Higher Education 
PO Box 871, Nashville 2, Tenn. 


Board of Evangelism 
1908 Grand Ave., Nashville 5, Tenn. 


Board of Lay Activities 
740 Rush St., Chicago 11, Ill. 


Commission on Promotion and Cultivation 
740 Rush St., Chicago 11, Ill. 


Board of Temperance 
100 Maryland Ave., NE, Washington 2, D.C. 


Board of World Peace 
740 Rush St., Chcago 11, Ill. 


Board of Social and Economic Relations 
740 Rush St., Chicago 11, Ill. 
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Board of Hospitals and Homes 
740 Rush St., Chicago 11, Ill. 


Board of Pensions 


740 Rush St., Chicago 11, Ill. 


Commission on Chaplains 
100 Maryland Ave., NE, Washington 2, D.C. 


Commission on Camp Activities 
100 Maryland Ave., NE, Washington 2, D.C. 


Methodist Committee for Overseas Relief 
150 Fifth Ave., New York 11, N.Y. 


Television, Radio and Film Commission 
1525 McGavock St., Nashville 3, Tenn. 


American Bible Society 
450 Park Ave., New York 22, N.Y. 


National Council of Churches of Christ in America 
297 Fourth Ave., New York 10, N.Y. 


World Council of Churches U.S.A. Office 
156 Fifth Ave., New York 10, N.Y. 


(For a complete directory of Methodist agencies, see the Discipline, 
2101-67) 
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Big Dividends from 
a Family Altar Service 
in Your Church 

HOW 


Emphasize the value of family wor- 
ship in your sermon and in the selec- 
tion of Scripture and hymns. The 
family is not a second front for the 
church—without committed families 
the church has nowhere to work. 

Demonstrate exactly how a family 
can have a family altar with the aid of 
the Bible and The Upper Room. Many 
families do not realize that they, too, 
can have a meaningful family altar. 

Get commitments. Get your families 
to agree to try family worship for sixty 
days to prove it will do something for 
them. Show how even busy or seldom- 
at-home families can share the same 
daily devotions. 

Dedicate copies of The Upper Room 
with a simple ceremony and prayer. 
Make it evident to the people that this 
is a part of the spiritual program of 
the church, not just “outside reading.” 


RESULTS 


Faith is a family affair—and religion 
that works must work seven days each 
week. Your Sunday program will be 
better if it is a part of the seven-day 
program. Learning to pray is one of the 
benefits of family devotions. Many men 
and women have not had the experi- 
ence of leading their families in prayer. 

Bible reading is part of family devo- 
tions. But people need help. The sug- 
gestions of helpful passages printed in 
The Upper Room will help make Bible 
reading more meaningful. 

Witnessing to the faith is easier for 
many people when they have a con- 
stantly renewed supply of stories and 
illustrations such as they find in the 
meditations in The Upper Room. 


USEFUL MATERIALS 


Family Altar Commitment Cards. 
Commits family or individual to daily 
Bible reading, prayer, and meditation 
for 60 days as a testing period. 2 colors. 
Made in duplicate: one part to keep, 
one part for pastor. 75 cents per hun- 
dred. 

Family Altar Certificate. Handsome 
two-color certificate (may be framed) 
printed on vellum. A place for each 
member of family to sign and for attest 
by the pastor. Commits to regular 
church attendance, grace at meals, and 
daily devotions. 5 cents each, in lots of 
10 or more. 

The Family at Worship—four simple 
rules—A four-page folder planned to 
slip into a copy of The Upper Room. 
Package of 20 for 25 cents. Five pack- 
ages, $1.00. 


Into Every Home 


You can minister in every home every 
day through the Upper Room Parish Cul- 
tivation Plan. Hundreds of churches are 
doing it successfully. Many churches find 
that it is a completely self-supporting 
project that is suitable for the Men’s 
Club, a Sunday-school class, or woman’s 
group. In many churches this is a serv- 
ice rendered by the MYF. 

Under this plan a copy of each issue 
of The Upper Room goes into every home 
for which the church has responsibility. 
The usual plan is to send each copy by 
mail with a letter from the pastor. Other 
plans of distribution also work. Copies 
may be delivered by visitors, especially 
when a special program of the church 
is to be announced. They may be handed 
out at church to the attendants and taken 
tc the homes of absentees. Under this 
plan the ministry of daily devotions be- 
comes a part of the regular spiritual life 
program of the church. 

Complete details are available upon re- 
quest. Drop a card to The Upper Room 
and ask for information on the Parish 
Cultivation Plan. 


Summer Special 


7 books $2.00 
All seven of these books only $2.00, if 
you order before the end of August, 1957. 


Separately, the price is 35¢ each. 

Learning the Vocabulary of God, Lau- 
bach 

Six 20th Century Mystics, Thomas 

Meditations from a Prison Cell, Stock- 
well 

The Devout Life, Kepler 

The Very Thought of Thee, Steers and 
Batten 

You Are Important, Smith 

Alone with God, Emmons 

Offer expires Aug. 31, 1957 


Finding God 


A_new series from The Upper Room, filled 
with help for the paces who yearns for the 
consciousness of 
“Until a man m found God and been 
found by God he begins at no beginning, 
he works to no end." — H. G. Wells. 
You will want to own the complete series? 
FINDING GOD THROUGH SAINT PAUL 
Walter Russell Bowie 
FINDING GOD THROUGH PRAYER 
Cc. Irving Benson 
FINDING GOD THROUGH SUFFERING 
Maldwyn Edwards 
a “_ thsreee SERVICE 


John mb 

FINDING ¢ Gop" THROUGH THE FAMILY 
W. Clark Elizey 

FINDING GOD WITH THE SAINTS 
Thomas S. Kepler 

MEETING GOD THROUGH BIBLE POETS 
Andrew W. Blackw 

MEETING GOD THROUGH THE BIBLE 
Nels F, S. Ferre 

15¢ each, 8 for $1.00. 100 or more, 10¢ each. 

1 each of all 8, $1.00, 

Order from The Upper Room 


acation fim ei 


Daily worship, using The Upper Room as a guide, can make this 
summer richer — spiritually — than any you have ever known. 
Be sure to use The Upper Room on your vacation trip as well as 
at home, and know the joy of spiritual uplift as well as physical 
recreation. 


Individual subscriptions, by mail, $1.00 per year, three years, 
$2.00. Ten or more copies of one issue to one address, 7 cents 
per copy. AIR MAIL edition for service men and youth — same 


prices. 


e world’s most wid 
1908 GRAND AVENUE 


sly used Preis. nl guide 
NASHVILLE 5, TENNESSEE 





The Upper Room is the Devotional Literature Department of the General Board of Evangelism of The Methodist Church 
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THE METHODIST STORY’s July-August covers tell two 
summer stories. Front: Construction of Centenary Church, 


Lexington, Ky., represents a major Methodist activity: 


church extension and building. Back: Maurice Smith, 


teacher, calls at the Gates home as part of Rally Day 


preparation at Bethany Church, Houston. 
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